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To enable us to lay belore our readers, at 
the earliest possible period, the tNAUGURAL AD- 
press of president Harrison, we have had, neces- 
sarily, to exclude from our columns, many articles 
which would have imparted to it a much greater 
miscellaneous character; but this we do not regret, 
because we are aware how intensely excited the 
public mind is to see this paper. And had we not 
been compelled by this cause to omit much that we 
had prepared for our journal, the desirey always 
consequent upon the adjournment of congress, to 
see its last doings, would have precluded us from 
giving & more varied complexion to this number, 
as the proceedings of congress, on the eve of every 
session, is not oudy voluininous, but immensely im- 
portant to the various interests of which our coun- 
try are composed. ‘his biief apology must suffice 
for the present, and without indulging in any vain- 

lorious promises for the future, we may be per- 
mitted to add, that it shall be both our pleasure and 
duty to make the Recrster, what it ought to be, 
a faithful chronicle of the times. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. Axzrmory Ed- 
wards, to be consul of the United States at Buenos 
Ayres, inthe place of Alfred M. Slade, deceased. 

John L. Wilson, to be attorney of the U. States 
for the wesiern district of Florida, in the place of 
James T. Archer, resigned, 

James H. Relfe to be imarshal of the U. States for 
the district of Missouri, reappointed. 

John Branch, to be receiver of public moneys for 
the district of lands subject to sale at Washington, 
in the state of Mississippi, in the place of Anthony 
W. Rabb, resigned. 

John Warren Grigsby, to be consul at Bordeaux, 
in the place of George Strobel, appointed consul at 
Matanzas. 

Peter A. Carnes, to be consul at Campeche, in 
the place of John LL. McGregor, deceased. 

John J. Morgan, to be coliector of the customs 
for the district of New York,in the state of New 
York, vice Jesse Hoyt, resigned. 

William Gaunt, collector of the customs at Nat- 
i i Mississippi, vice I, A.S. Douiphan, resign- 
ed. 

Andrew Agnew, surveyor for the district of 
Perth Amboy, and inspector of the revenue for the 
po.t of New Bruaswick, in the state of N. Jersey, 
vice J. R. Hardenberg deceased. 

















THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
Of gen. William Flenry Harrison, March 4, 1841, 
on entering upon the duties of the cffice of presi- 
dent of the Uuited States. 

Called froma retirement which L had supposed 
was to continue for the residue of iny life, to fill 
the chief executive cffice of this great and free na- 
tion, I appear before you, fellow citizens, to take 
the oaths whiek the constitution prescribes, as a 
Necessary qualification for the performance of its 
duties. “And in obedience to a custom coeval with 
Our governinent, and what [ believe to be your ex- 
Pectations, I proceed to present to you a summary 
of the principles which will govern me in the dis- 
“oarge of the duties which I shall be called upon to 
Perform, 

It was the remark of a Roman consul, in an early 
Period of that celebrated republic, that a most strik- 
’nS Contrast was observable in the conduct of can- 
didates for offices of power and trust, before and 
after obtaining them—they seldom carrying out, in 
_ latter case, the pledges and promises made in 
pe former, However much the world may have 

proved, in many respects, in the laps of upwards 
of two thousand years since the remirk was made 
a he Virtuous and indignant Roman, I fear that a 
jen oe of the annals of some of the mo- 
meee clive governments, would develop similar 

Stances of violated confidence. 

Vou. X—Sré. 1 
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Although the fiat of the people has gone forth, ; ackowledged property of all, the American 


proclaiming me the chief magistrate of this glorious 
union, nothing upon their part remaining to be 
done, it may be thought that a motive may exist to 
keep up the delusion under which they inay be 
supposed to have acted in relation to iny principles 
and opinions; and perhaps there may be some in 
this assembly who have coine here either prepared 
to condemn those I shall now deliver, or, approving 
them, to doubt the sincerity with which they are 
ultered. Butthe laps of afew months will con- 
firm or dispel their tears. The outline of principles 
to govern, and measures to be adopted, by an 
administration not yet begun, will soon be exchang- 
ed for immutable history, and I sha!l stand, either 
exhonorated by my countrymen, or classed with the 
inass of those who promised that they might de- 
ceive, and flattered with the intention to betray.— 
However strong may be my present purpose to 
realize the expectations of a magnaniinous and con- 
fiding people, I too well understand the dangerous 
ternptations to which I shall be exposed, from the 
magnitude of the power which it has beea the plea- 
sure of the people to comimitto my bands, not to 
place my chief confidence upon the aid of that Al- 
mighty power which has hitherto protected me, 
and enabled me to bring to favorable issues other 
important but still greatly inferior trusts, heretofore 
confided to me by my country. 

The broad foundation upon which our coustitu- 
tion rests being the people—a breath of theirs hav- 
ing made, asa breath can unmake, change or ino- 
dify it—it can be assigned to none of the great di- 
visions of government, but to that of democracy. 
If such is its theory, those who are called upon to 
adiminister it inust recognise, as its leading princi- 
ple, the duty of shaping their measures so as to 
produce the greatest good to the greatest number. 
But, with these broad admissions, if we would 
compare the sovereignty acknowledged to exist in 
ihe mass of our people, with the power claimed by 
other sovereignties, even by those whicli have been 


considered most purely democratic, we shall find a| 


inost essential difference. All others lay claitn to 
power limited only by their own will. ‘The majo- 
rity of our citizens, on the contrary, possess a so- 
vereignty with an amount of power precisely equal 
to that which has been granted to them by the 
parties to the national compact, and nothing be- 
yond. We admit of no government by divine right. 


Believing that, so far as power is concerned, the’ 


Beneficent Creator has made no distincti»n amongst 
men, that all are upon an equality, and that the 
only legitimate right to govern is an express grant 
of power from the governed. 
the United States is the instrument containing this 
grant of power to the several departinents compos- 
ing the government. Onan exainination of that 


instrument it will be found to contain declarations | 


of power granted and of power withheld. ‘Tlie lat- 
ter is also susceptible of division, into power which 
the majority had the right to graut, but which they 
did not think proper to intrust to their agents, and 
that which they could not have granted, not being 
possessed by themselves. In other words, there 
are certain rights possessed by each individual 


American citizen, which, in his compact with the | 


others, he has never surrendered. Some, of thet, 
indeed, he is unable to surrender, being in the lan- 
guage of our systein unalienable. The boasted pri- 
vilege of a Roman citizen was to him a shield only 
against a petty provincial ruler, whilst the proud 
democrat of Athens could console himself under a 
sentence of death, for a supposed violation of the 
national faith, which no one understood, and which 
at times was the subject of the mockery of- all, or 
the banishment from bis home, his family and his 
country, with or without an alleged cause; that it 
was the act; not of asingle tyrant, or hated aristo- 


cracy, but of his assembied countrymen. Far dif- 
ferent is the power of our severeignty. It can in. 


terfere with no one’s faith, prescribe forms of wor- 
ship for no one’s observance, inflict no punishment 
but after well ascertained guilt, the result of in- 
vestigation under rules prescribed by the constitn- 
tion itself. These precious privileges, and those 


scarcely less important of giving expression lo bis | 


thoughts and opinions, either by writing or speak- 
ing; unrestrained but by the Jiability for injury to 
others, and that of a full participation in all the 
advantages which flow from the government, the 
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The constitution of 


jects for which it was created. 








citizen 
derives from no charter granted by his fellow «man. 
He claims them because he is himself a man, fash- 
ioned by the same Almighty hand as the rest of his 
species, and entitled to a full share of the blessings 
with which he has endowed them, Notwithstand- 
ing the limited sovereignty possessed by the peo- 
ple of the United States, and the restricted grant of 
power to the government which they have adopted, 
enough has been given to accomplish all the ob- 
It has been found 
powerful in war, and, hitherto, justice has been ad- 
ininistered, an intimate union effected, domestic 
tranguillity preserved, and personal liberty secured 
to the citizen. As was to be expected, however, 
froin the defect of language, and the necessarily 
sententious manner in which the constitution is 
written, disputes have arisen as to the amount of 
power which it has actually granted, or was intend- 
ed to grant. 

This is more particularly the case in relation to 
that part of the instrument which treats of the le- 
gislative branch. And not only as regards the ex- 
ercise of powers claimed under a general clause, 
giving that body the authority to pass alllaws neces- 
sary to carry into effect the specified powers, but in 
relation to the latter, also. It is, however, conso- 
latory to reflect, that most of the instances of the 
alleged departure from the letter or spirit of the 
constitution, have ultimately received the sanction 
of a wajority of the people. And the fact that many 
of our statesmen, most distinguished for talent and 
patriotism, have been, at one time or other of their 
political career, on both sides of each of the most 
warinly disputed questions, forces upon us the in- 
ference that the errors, if errors there were, are at- 
tributable to the intrinsic difficulty, in many in- 
stances, of ascertaining the intentions of the fra- 
mers of the constitution, rather than the influence 
of any sinister or unpatriotic motive. But the great 
danger to our institutions does not appear to me to 
be in a usurpation by the government of power not 
granted by the people, but by the accumulation in 
one of the departments, of that which is assigned to 
others. Limited as are the powers which have 
been granted, still enough have been granted to 
constitute a despotism, if concentrated in one of the 
departments. This danger is greatly heightened, 
as it has been always observable that mep are less 
jealous of encroachments of one department upon 
another, than upon their own reserved rights. 
When the constitution of the United States first 
came from the hands of the convention which form- 
ed it, many of the sternest republicans of the day 
were alarmed at the extent of the power which 
had been granted to tbe federal government, and 
more particularly of that portion which had been 
assigned to the executive branch. There were in 
it features which appeared not to be in harmony 
with their ideas of a simple representative demo- 
cracy, orrepublic. And knowing the tendency of 
power to increase itself, particularly when exer- 
cised by a single individual, predictions were made 
that, at no very remote period, the government 
would terminate in virtual monarchy. It would 
not become me to say that the fears of these patri- 
ots have been already realized. But, as 1 sincerely 
believe that the tendency of measures, and of men’s 
opinions, for some years past, has been in that di- 
rection, it is, I conceive strictly proper, that I 
should take this occasion to repeat the assarances 
I have heretofore given, of my determination to ar- 
rest the progress of that tendency, if it really exists, 
and restore the government to its pristine health 
and vigor, as far as this can be effected by any legi- 
timate exercise of the power placed in my hands, 

I proceed to state, in as suinmary a manner as [ 
can, iny opinion of the sources of the evils which 
have been suv extensively complained of, and the 
correctives which may be applied. Some of the 
former are unquestionably to be found in the de- 
fects of the constitution; others,in my judgment, 
are attributable toa misconstruction of some af its 
provisions. Of the former is the eligibility of the 
same individnal to a secoud term of the presidency. 
The sagacions mindof Mr. Jefferson early saw and 
lamented this error, and attempts have been made, 
hitherto without success, to apply the amendatory 
power of the states to its correction. As, however, 
one mode of correction in the power of every pre- 
sident, aud consequently in mine, it would be useless, 
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and perhaps invidious, to enumerate the evils of 
which, in the opinion of many of our fellow citizens, 
this error of the sages who framed the constitution 
may have been the source, and the bitter fruits which 
we are still to gather from it, if it continues to disfi- 
gure our system. It may be observed, however, as 
a general remark, that republics can commit no 
greater error than to adopt or continue any feature 
in their systems of government which may be cal- 
culated to create or increase the love of power, in 
the bosoms of those whom necessity obliges them 
to commit the management of their affairs. And, 
surely, nothing is more likely to produce such a 
state of mind than the long continuance of an office 
of high trust. Nothing-can be more corrupting. 
Nothing more destructive of all those noble feelings 
which belong to the character of a devoted republican 
patriot. When this corrupting passion once takes 
possession of the human mind, like the love of gold, it 
becomes insatiable. It is the never-dying worin in 
his bosom, grows with his growth, and strenghens 
with the declining years of its victim. If this is 
true, it is the part of wisdom fora republic to limit 
the service of that officer, at least, to whom she has 
entrusted the management of her foreign relations, 
the execution of her laws, and the command of her 
armies afd navies, to a period so short as to prevent 
his forgetting that he is the accountable agent not 
the principal, the servant, not the master. Until an 
amendment of the constitution can be effected, pub- 
lic opinion may secure the desired object. I give my 
aid to it, by renewing the pledge heretofore given, 
that, under no circumstances, will I consent to serve 
a second term. 

But if there is danger to public liberty from the 
acknowledged defects of the constitution, in the 
want of limit to the continuance of the executive 
power in the same hands, there is, I apprehend not 
much less from a misconstruction of that instru- 
ment, as it regards the powers actually given. I 
cannot conceive that, by a fair construction, any 
or either of its provisions would be found to consti- 
tute the president a part of the legislative power. 
It canuot be claimed from the power torecommend, 
since, although enjoined as a duty upon hin, it is 
a privilege which he holds in common with every 
other citizen. Andalthough there nay be some- 
thing more of confidence in the propriety of the 


measures recommended in the one case than in the! 


other, in the obligations of ultimate decision there 
can be no difference. Inthe language of the con- 
stitution, “fall the legislative powers” which it 
grants ‘are vested in the congress of the United 
States.”” It would be a solecism in language to 
say that any portion of these is not included in the 
whole. a 

It may be said, indeed, that the constitution has 
given to the executive the power to annul the acts 
of the legislative body, by refusing to thein bis as. 
sent. Soa similar power has necessarily resulted 
from that instruinent to the judiciary, and yet the 
judiciary forms no part of the legislature. There 
is, it is true, this difference between these grants of 
power; the executive can put his negative upon 
the acts of the legislature for other cause than that 
of want of conformity to the constitution, whilst 
the judiciary can only declare void those which 
violate that instrument. But the decision of the 
judiciary is final in such a case, whereas in every 
instance where the veto of the executive is applied 
it may be overcome by a vote of two-thirds of both 
houses of congress. che negative upon the acts 
of the legislative, by the executive authority, and 
that in the hands of one individual, would seem to 
be an incongruity in oursystemn. Like some others 
of asimilar character, however, it appears to be 
highly expedient, and if used only with the for- 
bearance, and in the spirit which was intended by 
its authors, it may be productive of great good, and 
be found one of the best safeguards to the union. 
At the period of the formation of the constitution, 
the principle does not appear to have enjoyed much 
favor in the state governments It existed but in 
two, and in one of these there was a plural execu- 
tive. If we would search for the motives which 
operated upon the purely patriotic and enlightened 
assembly which framed the constitution,,for the 


adoption of a provision 50 apparently repugnant to| 


the leading democratic principle, that the majority 
should govern, we must reject the idea that they 
anticipated from it any benefit to the ordinary 
course of legislation, ‘They knew too well the high 
degree of intelligence which existed among the 
people, and the enlightened character of the state 
legislatures, not to have the fullest confidence that 
the two bodies elected by them would be worthy 
representatives of such constituents, and, of course, 
that they would require no aid in conceiving and 
maturing the measures which the circumstances of 
the country might require. And it is preposterous 
to suppose that a thought could for a moment have 


/ 





been entertained, that the president, placed at the 
capital, in tbe centre of the country, could better 
understand the wants and wishes of the people than 
their own immediate representatives, who spend a 
part of every year among them, living with them, 
often laboring with them, and boand to them by the 
tripple tie of interest, duty and affection. To as- 
sist or control congress then in its ordinary legisla- 
tion, could not, I conceive, have been the motive 
for conferring the veto power on the president. 
This argument acquires additional force from the 
fact of its never baving been thus used by the first 
six presidents,—and two of them were members of 
the convention, one presiding over ita deliberations, 
and the other bearing a larger share in consummat- 
ing the labors of that august body than any other 
person. Butif bills were never returned to con- 
gress by either of the president’s above referred to, 
upon the ground of their being inexpedient, or not 
as well adapted as they might be to the wants of 
the people, the veto was applied upon that of want 
of conformity to the coustitution, or because errors 
had been committed from a too hasty enactment. 
There is another ground for the adoption of the 
veto principle, which had probably more influence 
in recommending it to the convention than any 
other, I refer to the security which it gives to the 
just and equitable action of the legislature upon all 
parts of the union. It conld not but have occurred 
to the convention that, in a country so extensive, 
embracing so great a variety of soil and climate and 
consequently of products, and which, from the 
same causes, must ever exhibit a great difference 
in the amount of the population of its various sec 
tions, calling for a great diversity in the employ- 
ments of the people, that the legislation of the ma- 
jority might not always justly regard the rights and 
interests of the minority. And that acts of this 
character might be passed, under an express grant 
by the words of the constitution, and, therefore, not 
withis the competency of the judiciary fo declare 
void. That however enlightened and patriotic they 
might suppose, from past experience, the members 
of congress might be, and however largely partak- 
ing, in the general, of the liberal feelings of the! 
people, it was impossible to expect that bodies so | 
constituted should not sometimes be controlled by 
local interests and sectional feelings. It was pro- 
per, therefore, to provide some umpire, from whose 
situation and mode of appointment more indepen- 
dence and freedoin from such influences might be 
expected. Such a one was afforded by the execu- 
tive department, constituted by the constitution. A 
person elected to that high office, having his con- 
stituents in every section, state and sub-division of 
the union, must consider bimself bound by the 
/most solemn sanctions, to gnard, protect and de- 
fend the rights of all, and of every portion, great 
or smail, from the injustice and oppression of the 
rest. I consider the veto power, therefore, given 
by the constitution to the executive of the United 
States, solely as a conservative power. To be nsed 
only, first, to protect the constitution from violation; 
2dly, the people from the effects of hasty legislation 


—— 


not well understood; and, 3rdly, to prevent the ef- 
fects of combinations violative of the rights of mi- 
norities, In reference to the second of these ob- 
jects, I may observe that I consider it the right 
and privilege of the people to decide disputed points 
of the constitution, arising from the general grant 
of power to congress to carry into effect the powers 
expressly given. And | believe with Mr. Madison, 
that repeated recognitions, under varied circum- 
stances, in acts of the legislative, executive and ju- 
dicial branches of the government, accompanied by 
indications, in different modes, of the concurrence 
of the general will of the nation, as affording to the 
president sufficient authority for his considering 
such disputed points as settled. 

Upwards of halfa century has elapsed since the 





adoption of the present form of government. It 
would be an object more highly desirable than the 
| gratification of the curiosity of speculative states: 
men, if its precise situafion could be ascertained, a 
fair exhibit made of the operations of each of its de- 
partments, of the powers which they respectively 
claim and exercise, of the collisions which have oc- 
curred between them, or between the whole govern. 
ment and those of the states, or either of them. We 
conld then compare cur actual condition, after fifty 
years trial of our system, with what it was in the 
commencement of tts operations, and ascertain whe- 
ther the predictions of the patriots who opposed its 
adoptior, or the confident hopes of its advocates 
have been best realised. The great dread of the 
former seems to have been, that the reserved pow- 
ers of the states would be absorbed by those of the 
federal government, and a consolidated power es- 
tablished, leaving to the states the shadow, only, of 
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where their will has been probably disregarded or | 
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lously contended, and on the preservation o 
they relied as the last hope of liberty. Wit 
nying that the result to which they looked With g 
much apprehension, is in the way of being realizog ., 
is obvious that they did not clearly see the mode ,; 
its accomplishment. The general governme;; te 
seized upon none of the reserved rights of the States 
As far as any open warfare may have gone, 4,, 
state authorities bave amply maintained their rjon;, 
To a casual observer, our system presents No ap. 
pearance of discord between the different memp¢,, 
which compose it. Even the addition of many new 
ones has produced no jarring. They move in thei; ,,. 
spective orbits in perfect harmony with the Central 
head, and with each other. But there is  stij an 
under current at work, by which, if not seasonab, 
checked, the worst apprehensions of our anti-fedo. 
ral patriots will be realised; and not only will tho 
state authorities be overshadowed, by the great j,. 
crease of power in the executive department of |), 
general government, but the character of that op. 
vernment, if not its designation, be essentially and 
radically changed. This state of things has be, 
in part effected by causes inherent in the constiiy. 
tion, and in part by the never-failing tendency ¢ 
political power to increase itself. By making thy 
president the sole distributor of all the patronage of 
the government, the framers of the constitution 4, 
not gf oh to have anticipated at how short a poy). 
od it Would become a formidable instrument to eo). 
trol the free operations of the state governments. (js 
trifling importance at first, it had, early in Mr. Jey. 
ferson’s administration, become so powerful as ty 
create great alarm in the mind of that patriot, {roy 
the potent influence it might exert in controlling 
the freedom of the elective franchise. If such cou 
have then been the effects of its influence, how 
much greater must be the danger at this time, qua. 
drupled in amount, as it certainly is, and more com. 
pletely under the control of the executive will thay 
their construction of their powers allowed, or the 
forbearing character of all the early presidents per. 
mitted them to make. But it is not by the extent 
of its patronage alone that the executive department 
has become dangerous, but by the use which it a: 
pears may be made of the appointing power to 
bring under its control the, whole revenues of the 
country. The constitution has declared it to be 
the duty of the president to see that the laws ar 
execuied, and it makes him the commander-.in. 
chief of the armies and navy of the United States, 
[f the opinion of the most approved writers upon 
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that species of nixed government, which in modem 


Europe, is termed monarchy in contradistinction tv 
despotism, is correct, there was wanting no other 
addition to the powers of our chief magistrate to 
stamp a monarchical character on our government, 
but the control of the public finances. And to me 
it appears strange, indeed, that any one shoul 
doubt, that the entire control which the president 
possesses over the officers who have the custody of 
the public money, by the power of removal, with or 
without cause, does, for all mischievous purposes 
at least, virtually subject the treasure also to bis 
disposal. The first Roman emperor, in his attempt 
to seize the sacred treasure, silenced the opposition 
of the officer to whose charge it had been commit. 
ted, by a significant allusion to his sword. By 4 
selection of political instruments for the care ol the 


public money, a reference to their commissions, oY J 


a president, would be quite a3 effectual an argh: 
ment as that of Cesar to the Roman knight. [am 
not insensible of the great difficulty that exists |) 
drawing a proper plan for the safe-keeping and (is: 
bursement of the public revenues, and I know the 
importance which has been attached by men of 
great abilities and patriotism to the divorce, as Il 5 
called, of the treasury from the banking institutions. 
It is not the divorcee which is complained of, bi! 
the unhallowed union of the treasury with the exe 
cutive department, which has created such ex!el 
sive alarm. To this danger to our republican li 
stitutions, and that created by the influence give" 
to the executive, through the instrumentality of the 
federal officers, I propose to apply all the remedies 
which may be at my command. It was certainly’ 
great error in the framers of the constitution, nol 
have made the officer at the head of the treasv'Y 
department entirely independent of the execull'e 
He should at least have been removeable only up 
the demand of the popular branch of the legislature: 
I have determined never to remove a secretary © 
the treasury, without communicating all the cu 
cumstances attending such removal to both hous® 
of congress. as hd 

The influence of the executive in controlling th? 
freedom of the elective franchise through the ™" 
dium of the public officers can be effectually ober 
ed by renewing the prohibition published by ! é 
Jefferson, forbidding their interference in elect!0” 








that independent action for which they had so zea. 


further than giving their own votes; and their 0” 
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independence secured by an assurance of perfect 
jmmunity, in exercising this sacred privilege of 
freemen, under tbe dictates of their own unbiased 





‘judgments. Never, with my consent, shall an offi- 


cer of the people, compensated for his services 
out of their pockets, become the pliant instrument 
of executive will. 

There is no part of the means placed in the hands 
of the executive which might be used with greater 
effect, for unhallowed purposes, than the control of 
the public press. The maxim which our ancestors 
derived from the mother country, that “the freedom 
of the pressis the great bulwark of civil and reli- 

ious liberty,” is one of the most precious legacies 
which they have left us. We have learned too, 
from our own, as Well asthe experience of other 
countries, that golden shackles, by whomsoever or 
by whatever pretence imposed, are as fatal to it as 
the iron bonds of depotism. The presses in the ne- 
cessary employment of the governinent should ne- 
ver be used ‘to clear the guilty,or to varnish crimes.” 
A decent and manly examination of the acts of 
the government should be not unly tolerated, but 
encouraged. 

Upon another occasion I have given my opinion, 
at some length, upon the impropriety of executive 
interference in the legislation of congress. That 
the article in the constitution making it the duty of 
the president to communicate information, and au- 
thorising him to recommend measures, was not in- 
tended to make him the source of legislation, and, 
in particular, that he should never be looked to for 
schemes of finance. It would be very strange, in- 
deed, that the constitution should have strictly for- 
bidden one branch of the legislature from interfering 
in the origination of such bills, and that it should 
be considered proper that an altogether different 
department of the government shouid be permitted 
todoso. Some of our best political maxims and 
opinions have been drawn from our parent Isle.— 
There are others, however, which canuot be intro- 
duced in Our system without singular incongruity, 
and the production of much mischief. And this I cou- 
ceive to be one. No matter in which of the houses 
of parliament a bill may originate, nor by whom in- 
troduced, a minister, or a member of the opposition, 
by the fiction of law, or rather of constitutional 
principle, the sovereign is supposed to have prepar- 


ed it agreeably to his will, and thei submitted it to | 


parliament for their advice and consent. Now the 
very reverse is the case here, not only with regard 
to the principle, but the forms prescribed by the 
constitution. The principle certainly assigns to the 
only body constituted by the constitution (the le- 
gislative body) the power to make laws, and the 
forms even direct that the enactinent should be as- 
cribed tothem. The senate in relation to revenue 
bills, have the right to propose ainendments; and so 
has the executive, by the power given him to re- 
turn thein to the house of representatives with his 
objections. It is in his power, also, to propose 
amendinents in the existing revenue laws, suggest- 
ed by his observations upon their defective or inju- 
rious operation. But the delicate duty of devising 
schemes of revenue should be leit where the consti- 
turion has placed it—with the immediate represen- 
tatives of the people. For similar reasons, the mode 
uf Keeping the pubiic treasure should be prescribed 
by them, and the farther removed it may be from 
the control of the executive, the more wholesome the 
arrangement, and the more in accordance with re- 
publican principles. 

Connected with this subject is the character of 
the currency. ‘The idea of making it exclusively 
metallic, however well intended, appeals to me to 
be fraught with more fatal conseqnences than any 
other scheme, having no relation to the personal 
rights of the citizens, that has ever been devised.— 
It any single scheme could produce the effect of 
atresting, at once, that mutation of condition by 
Which thousands of our most indigent fellow cit- 
zens, by their industry and enterprise, are raised to 
ihe Possession of wealth, that is the one. If tiere 
8 Ohe measure better calculated than another to 
produce that state of things so uuch deprecated by 
all true republicans, by which the rich are daily 
adding tu their hoards, and the poor sinking deeper 
Into penury, it is an exclusive metallic currency 

 U there is a process by which the character of 
the country for generosity and nobleness of feeling, 
may be destroyed by the great increase and neces- 
Sary toleration of usury, itis an exclusive metallic 
currency, 

jtinotiggt the other duties of a delicate character 
the neat president is called upon to perform, is 
of the Gaited er the governinent of the territories 
desta en aoe of them which are 
family, ate een » Se of our great political 
frote. infcaas pensated by their rapid progress 
porary pi 0 manhood, for the partial and tem- 
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this District, only, where American citizens are to 
be found, who, under a settled policy, are deprived 
of many important political privileges, without any 
inspiring hope as to the future. Their only conso- 
lation under circumstances of such deprivation, is 
that of the devoted exterior guards of a camp—that 
their sufferings secure tranquility and safety within. 
Are there any of their countrymen who would sub- 
ject them to greater sacrifices, to any other humilia- 
tions than those essentially necessary to the security 
of the object for which they were thus separated 
from their fellow citizens? Are their rights alone 
not to be guaranteed by the application of those 
great principles upon which all our constitutions 
are founded? Weare told by the greatest of British 
orators and statesmen, that, at the commencement 
of the war of the revolution, the ost stupid men 
in England spoke of ‘their American subjects.” 
Are there indeed citizens of any of our states who 
have dreamed of their subjects in the District of Co- 
lumbia? Such dreams can never be realized by 
any agency of mine. The people of the District of 
Columbia are not the subjects of the people of the 
states, but free American citizens. Being in the 
latter condition when the constitution was formed, 
no words used in that instrument could have been 
intended to deprive them of that character. If 
there is any thing in the great principle of unaliena- 
ble rights, so emphatically insisted upon in our 





Deelaration of Independence, they could neither 


words, the slaves, of their former fellow citizens. 
If this be true, (and it will scarcely be denied by 
any one who has a correct idea of his own rights as 
an American citizen), the grant to congress of ex- 
clusive jurisdiction in the District of Columbia can 
be interpreted, so far asrespects the aggregate peo- 
ple of the United States, as meaning nothing more 
than to allow to congress the controlling power ne- 
cessary to afford a free and safe €xercise of the func- 
tions assigned tu the general government by the 
constitution. In all other respects, the legislation 
of congress should be adapted to their peculiar po- 
sition and wants, and be conformable with their de- 
liberate opinions of their own interests. 

I have spoken of the necessily of keeping the re- 
spective departments of the government, as well as 
all the other authorities of our country, within their 
appropriate orbits. ‘This is a matter of difficulty in 
‘some cases, as the powers which they respectively 
claim are often not defined by any distinct lines.— 
Mischievous, however, in their tendencies, as col- 
litions of this kind may be, those which arise be- 
tween the respective communities which, for ccr- 
tain purposes, compose one nation, are much more 
so; for no such nation can Tong exist without the 
careful culture of those feelings of confidence and 
affection which are the effective bonds of union be- 
tween free and confederated states. Strong as is 
‘the tie of interest,it has been often found ineffec- 
‘tual. Men, blinded by their passions, have been 
known to adopt measures for their country in di. 
a ct opposition to all the suges stions of policy.— 

The alternative, then, is, to destroy or keep down 
a bad passion by creating and fostering a good one; 
and this seems to be the corner stone upon which 
our American political architects bave reared the 
fabr'c of our government. ‘The cement which was 
to bind it, and perpetuate its existence, wus the af- 
fectionate attachment between all its members.— 
To insure the continuance of this feeling, produced 
at first by a community of dangers, of sulfering and 
of interests, the advantages of each were made ac- 
cessible to all. No participation in any good, pos- | 
sessed by any member of ourextensive confedera | 
cy, except in domestic government, was withheld 
trom the citizen ofany other member. By a pro- 
cess attended with no difficulty, no delay, no ex- 
pense but that of removal, the citizen of one might 
become the citizen of any other, and successively 
of the whole. The lines, too, separating powers to 
he exercised by the citizens of one state froin those 
uf another, seemed to be so distinctly drawn as to 
leave no room for misunderstanding. The citizens 














of each state unite in their persons all the privileges | 
which that character confers, and all that they may | 
claim asci:izens of the United States; but in no} 
case can the saine person, at the same time, act as} 
ihe citizen of two separate states, and he is there- 
fore positively precluded from any interference with 
the reserved powers of uny staie but that of which he 
is, for the time being, a citizen. He may indeed 
otfer to the citizens of other states his advice as to 
their management, and the form in which it is ten- 
dered is left to his owndiscretion and sense of pro- 
priety. It may be observed, however, that orga- 
vized sasoviations of citizens, requiring compliance 
with their wishes, too much resemble the recommen. 
dations of Athens to her allies—supported by an 
farined and powerful fleet. It was, indeed, to the 








ambition of the leading states of Greece to control 
the domestic concerns of the others, that the de- 
struction of that celebrated confederacy, and subse- 
quently of all its members, is mainly to be attribut- 
ed. And it is owing to the absence of that spirit 
that the Helvetic confederacy has for so many 
years been preserved. Never has there been seen, 
in the institutions of the separate members of any 
confederacy, more elements of discord. In the 
principles and forms of government and religion, as 
well as in the circumstances of the several cantons, 
so marked a discrepance wa3 observable, as to pro- 
mise any thing but harmony in their intercourse, or 
permanency in their alliances; and yet, for ages, 
neither has been interrupted. Content with the 
positive benefits which their union produced, with 
the independence and safety from foreign aggres- 
sion which it secured, these sagacious people re- 
spected the institutions of each other, however re- 
pugnant to their own principles and prejudices. 
Our confederacy, fellow citizens, can only be 
preserved by the same forbearance. Our citizens 
must be content with the exercise of the powers 
with which the constitution clothes them. The 
attempt of those of one state to control the domes- 
tic institutions of another, can only result in feel- 
ings of distrust and jealousy, the certain harbin- 
gers of disunion, violence, civil war, and the ulti- 
mate destruction of our free institutions. Our 
confederacy is perfectly illustrated by the terms 


make, nor the United States accept, a surrender of | and principles governing a common co-partnership. 
their liberties, and become the subjects, in other) There is a fund of power to be exercised under the 


direction of the joint councils of the allied mem- 
bers, but that which has been reserved by the indi- 
vidual members is intangible by the common go- 
vernment, or the individual members composing it. 
To attempt it finds no support in the principles of 
our constitution. | 

It should be our constant and earnest endeavor 
mutualiv to cultivate a spirit of concord and har- 
mony among the various parts of our confederacy. 
Experience has abundantly taught us, that the agi- 
tation, by citizens of one part of the union, of a 
subject uot confided to the general government, but 
exclusively under the guardianship of the local au- 
thorities, is productive of ro other consequences 
than bitterness, alienation, discord and injury to 
the very cause which is intended to be advanced. 
Of all the great interests which appertain to our 
conntry, that of union—cordial, confiding, fraternal 
union—is by far the most important, since it is the 
only true and sure guaranty of ail others. 

In consequence of the embarrassed state of busi- 
ness and the currency, some of the states may meet 
with difficulty in their financial concerns. How- 
ever deeply we may regret any thing imprudent or 
excessive, in the engagements into which states 
have entered for purposes of their own, it does not 
become us to disparage the state governments, nor 
to discourage them from making proper efforts for 
their own relief. On the contrary, it is our duty to 
encourage them, to the extent of our constitational 
authority, to apply their best means, and cheerfully 
to make all necessary sacrifices, and submit to all 
necessary burdens, to fulfil their engagements and 
tnaintain their eredit; for the character and credit of 
the several states form a part of the character and 
credit of the whole country, The resources of the 
country are abundant; the enterprise and activity 
of our people proverbial; and we may welt hope 
that wise legislatiun and prudent administration, by 
the respective governments, each acting within its 
own sphere, will restore former prosperity. 

Unpleasant and even dangerous as coilisions may 
sometimes be between the constituted authorities 
or the citizens of our country, in relation to the 


‘lines which separate their respective jurisdictions, 


the results can be of no vital injury to our institu- 
tions, if that ardent patriotism, that devoted attach- 
ment to liberty, that spirit of moderation and for- 
bearance which our countymen were once distin- 
oulished, continue to be cherished. If this continues 
to be the ruling passion of our souls, the weaker 
feeling of the mistaken enthusiast will be corrected, 
the utopian dreams of the scheming politician dis- 
sipated, and the complicated intrigues of the dema- 
gogue rendered harmless. The spirit of liberty is 
ihe sovereign balm for every injury which our in- 
stitutions may receive. On the contrary; no care 
that can be used in the construction of our govern- 
ment, no division of powers, no distribution of 
checks in its several departments, will prove effec- 
tual to keep us a free people, if this spirit is suffered 
to decay; and decay it will without constant nature. 
To the neglect of this duty the best historians agree 
in attributing the ruin of all the republics with 
whose existence and fall their writings have made 
us acquainted. The same canses will ever produce 
the saine effects; and as long as the love of power 
is a dominant passion of the human bosom, and as 
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and their affections changed, by operations upon 
their passions and prejudices, so long will the liber- 
ties of a people depend on their own constant at- 
tention to its preservation. The danger to ali well 
established free governments arises from the unwil- 
lingness of the people to believe in its existence, or 
froin the influence of designing men diverting their 
attention from the quarter whence it approaches, 
to a source from which it can nevercome. This is 
the old trick of those who would usurp the govern- 
ment of their country. In the name of democracy 
they speak, warning the people against the influ- 
ence of wealth, and the danger of aristocracy. His- 
lory, ancient and modern, is full of such examples. 
Cesar became the master of the Roman people and 
the senate, under the pretence of supporting the 
democratic claims of the former against the aristo- 
cracy of the latter. Cromwell, in the character of 
protector of the liberties of the people, became the 
dictator of England, and Bolivar possessed himself 
of unlimited power with the title of his country’s 
liberator. There is, on the contrary, no single 
instance on record, of an extensive and well estab- 
lished. republic being changed into an aristocracy 
The tendencies of all such governinents, in their 
decline, is to monarchy:—and the antagonist prin- 
ciple to liberty, there, is the spirit of faction—a 
spirit which assumes the character, and in times of 
great excitement ig grt itself upon the people as 
the genuine spirit of freedom, and, like the false 
Christs, whose coming was foretold by the Saviour, 
seeks and were it possible would impose upon the 
true and most faithful disciples of liberty. [tis in 
periods like this that it behooves the people to be most 
watchful of those to whom they have entrusted 
power. And although there is at times much diffi- 
culty in distinguishing the false from the true spirit, 
a calm and dispassionate investigation will detect 
the counterfeit, as well by the character of its ope- 
rations as the results that are produced. The true 
spirit of liberty, although devoted, persevering, bold 
and uncompromising in principle—that secured—is 
mild, and tolerant, and scrupulous as to the means 
it employs; whilst the spirit of party, assuming to 
be that of liberty, is harsh, vindictive and intole- 
rant, and totally reckless as to the character of the 
allies which it brings to the aid of its cause. When 
the genuine spirit of liberty animates the body of a 

eople to.a thorough examination of their affairs, it 

eads to the excision of every excresence which 

may liave fastened itself upon any of the depart- 
ments of the government, and restores the systein 
to its pristine health and beauty. But the reign of 
an intolerant spirit of party, amongst a free people, 
seldom fails to result in a dangerous accessions to 
the executive power—introduced and established 
amidst unusual professions of devotion of demo- 
cracy. 

The foregoing remarks relate almost exclusively to 
matters connected with our domestic concerns, It 
may be proper, however,that I should give some indi- 
cations to my fellow citizens, of my proposed course 
of conduct in the management of our foreign rela- 
tions. Iassure thei, therefore, that it is my inten- 
tion to use every means in my power to preserve 
the friendly intercourse which now so happily exists 
with every foreign nation. And that although, of 
course, not well informed as to the state of pending 
negotiations with any of them, I see, in the person- 
al characters of the sovereigns, as well as in the 
inutual interests of our own, and of the goveriments 
with which our relations are most intimate, a pleas- 
ing guaranty that the harmony so important to the 
interests of their subjects, as well as of our citizens, 
will not be interrupted by the advancement of any 
claim or pretension upon their partto which our ho- 
nor would not permit us to yield. Long the defender 
of my country’s rights in the field, [ trust that ny 
fellow citizens will not see, in my earnest desire to 
preserve peace with foreign powers, any indication 
that their rights will ever be sacrificed, or the honor 
of the nation tarnished, by any admission on the 
part of theirchief magistrate unworthy of their form. 
er glory. In our intercourse with our aboriginal 
neighbors, the same liberality and justice which 
marked the course prescribed to me by two of my 
illustrious predecessors, when acting under their 
direction in the discharge of the duties of superin- 
tendent and commissioner shall be strictly observed. 
I can conceive of no more sublime spectacle—none 
more likely to propitiate an impartial and common 
creator—than a rigid adherence to the principles of 
justice, on the part of a poweriul nation, in its 


transactions with a weaker and uncivilized people, | 


whom circumstances have placed at its disposal. 
Before concluding, fellow citizens, [ must say 
something to you on the subject of the parties at 
this time existing in ourcountry. To me it appears 
perfectly elear that, the interest of that country re- 
quires that the violence of the spirit by which those 
parties are at this tine governed, must be greatly 


mitigated, if not entirely extinguished, or conse- 
quences will ensne which are appalling to be 
thought of. 

If parties in a republic are necessary to secure a 
degree of vigilance sufficient to keep the public 
functionaries within the bounds of law and duty, at 
that point their usefulness ends: beyond that, they 
become destructive of pubiic virtue, the parent ofa 
spirit antagonist to that of liberty, and eventually 
its inevitable conqueror. We have examples of re- 
publics, where the love of country and of liberty at 
one time were the dominant passions of the whole 
mass of citizens, and yet, with the continuance of 
the name and forins of free government, not a ves- 
tige of these qualities remaining in the bosoms of 
any one of its citizens. It was the beautiful: re- 
mark of a distinguished English writer, that “in 
the Roman senate Octavius had a party, and An- 
thony a party, but the commonwealth had none.”— 
Yet the senate continued to meet in the temple of 
liberty, to talk of the sacredness and beauty of the 
commonwealth, and gaze at the statues of the elder 
Brutus and of the Curtii and Decii; and the people 
assembled in the forum, not as in the days of Ca- 
millus and the Scipios, to cast their free votes for 
annual magistrates, or pass upon the acts of the 
senate, but to receive from the hands of the lead- 
ers of the respective parties their share of the 
spoils, and to shout for one or the other, as those 
collected in Gaul or Egypt and the lesser Asia 
would furnish the larger dividend. The spirit of 
liberty had fled, and avoiding the abodes of civiliz- 
ed man had sought protection in the wilds of Scy- 
thia or Scandinavia. And so under the operation 
of the same causes and influences it will fly from 
our capitol and our forums. A calamity so awful, 
not only to our country, but to the world, must be 
deprecated by every patriot, and every tendency to 
a state of things, likely to produce it, immediately 
checked. Such a tendency has existed—does exist. 
Always the friends of my countrymen, never their 
flatterer, it becomes my duty to say to them, from 
this high place to which their partiality has exalted 
me, that there exists in the land a spirit hostile to 
their best interests—hostile to liberty itself. It is 
a spirit contracted in its views—selfish in its ob- 
jects. It looks to the aggrandizement of a few 
even tothe destruction of the interests of the whole. 
The entire remedy is with the people. Something, 
however, may be efiected by the means which they 
have placed in my hands. It is union that we 
want, not of a party for the sake of that party, but 
a union of the whole country for the sake of the 
whole country. For the defence of its interests and 
its honor against foreign aggression—for the defence 
of those principles for which our ancestors so glo 
riously contended. As far as it depends upon me, 
it shall be accomplished. All the influence that | 
possess shall be exerted to prevent the formation at 
least of an executive party in the halls of the legis. 
lative body. I wish for the support of no member 
of that body to any measure of mine that does not 
satisfy his judgment and bis sense of duty to those 
from whom he holds his appointment. Nor any 
confidence in advance from the people but that 
asked for by Mr. Jefferson, “to give firmness and 
effect to the legal administration of their affairs.” 
~ Ideem the present occasion sufficiently imper 
fant and solemn to justify me in expressing to my 
fellow citizens a profound reverence for the Chris 
tian religion, and a thorough conviction that sound 
morals, religious liberty, and a just sense of reli- 
gious responsibility are essentially connected with 
all true and lasting happiness. And to that good 
Being who has blessed us by the gifts of eivil and 
religious freedom—who watched over and prosper- 
ed the labors of our fathers, and has hitherto pre. 
served to us institutions far exceeding in excellence 
(hose of any other people, let us unite in fervently 
commending every interest of our beloved country 
in allfuture time. [Oath adininistered.] : 

Vellow citizens: Being fully invested with that 
high office to which the partiality of my country- 
men has called ine,I now take an affectionate leave 
of you. You will bear with you to your homes, 
the remembrance of the pledge, I have this day 
given, to discharge ail the high duties of my exalted 
station, according to the best of my ability; and I 
‘shall enter upon their performance with entire con- 
fidence in the support of a just and generous people. 

Washington, March 4, 1841. 





THE Unirep States anp Great BRITAIN. 
We earnestly congratulate our readers on the infor- 
mation concerning the relations between the United 
States and Great Britain, which they will find exact- 
ly stated in the report of yesterday’s senate pro- 
ceedings. Considering the rumors that have heen 
in circulation, nothing could be more interesting to 
the whole country at the present moment than these 





disclosiires in the senate, unless perhaps it be the 


_———, 


chart of the principles of the new administratio) 
which may be expected in the inaugural address of 
the president elect. 

e leart from the statement of Mr. Bucnanay 
that, in regard to the boundary question, ihe govern. 
menis of Great Britain and the United States have 
agreed upon the main points of a convention for ihe 
final adjustment of that question; and (bat in the opj- 
nion of the executive, there is every reason to look 
with entire confidence to a prompt and satisfactor 
termination of the long negotiation upon this ques. 
tion. 

We learn, further, with great pleasure, that there 
is no foundation for the 1umor that an angry cor- 
respondence has recently taken place between My, 
Fox and Mr. Forsyth, cr any correspondence, the 
character of which would justify a call for its publi. 
city. 

The remarks of Mr. Cray, whose wisdom ani 
experience in our foreign relations stamp every 
thing he says on that subject witha more than com. 
mon impress, are no less important than accepta- 
ble. Happy must it be accounted that upon this 
very interesting and important matter, the leaders 
of the party coming into power and of that which 
is about retiring, entertain opinions upon it between 
which there is hardly a discernable shade of diffe. 
rence. 

The statement cf the chairman of the senati’ 
committee on foreign relations, ihe reader cannot 
fail to perceive, has all the effect of a counter- blast 
to the martial appeal made the other day by the dis- 
tinguished chairman of the committee on foreign 
relations in the other house. The effect, mark! We 
do not say the intention, as we are not in the coun- 
sels of the honorable senator from Pennsylvania or 
of the administration whose confidence he enjoys. 

[ Nat. Int. 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE. 
EMPTION BILL. 
In senate, Thursday, January 14. 

Mr. Smiru, of Indiana, said: While the origina! 
oill granting pre-emptions to actual settlers was the 
only question before the senate, I felt no desire to 
say a word uy on it, but since the proposition of the 
senator fiom Kentucky, and the amendment to that 
proposition submitted by the senator from South 
Carolina, have fairly brought before the senate tor 
discussion the whole subject of the public lands, | 
have come to the conclusion that it might be ex- 
pected of me to take some part in the debate. And, 
sir, permit me to say that I enter upon this discus- 
sion with the more pleasure, because | have not the 
least idea that the question will be settled at this 
session, now half expired, and because I feel not 
only willing but anxious that my sentiments should 
be fully known by the people of iny state before the 
next session of congress, during which I hope to 
see the whole subject amicably aud finally arrangec: 
for, sir, if I know myself, I desire to represent, © 
this occasion, and upon all other subjects, both the 
interest aid wishes of my state, and to these wishes 
and that interest I will at ail times, on al! questions 
of expediency, conform my own action here, 2s 
her represeniative, with great pleasure. I have sa’ 
that I] consider the bill and the proposed amena- 
inents as bringing the whole subject before the se- 
nate: for, sir, cannot agree with the senator froin 
Missouri that they are incongruous, I consider them 
entirely gerinain, and legilimately connected, botli 
for argument and Jegislation. The whole subject 
may well be arranged in a single bil:; and as the 
bases of such a bill must include the principles o! 
one or both of the proposed amendments, it is entire- 
ly proper that they should be discussed with the ori 
nal proposition. 

Previous to the views which I intend to submit 
upon this subject, the senate will pardon me if | 
notice the closing remarks of the senator from Ar- 
kansas, (Mr. Sevier), who has just taken his seat. 
That serator, taking, as he generaliy does, a clear, 
common-sense view of the rclation between cause 
and effect, has just told us that the in-coming party 
must do something to meet the expectations of the 
people; that it must bring up and support new mea- 
sures; that it must not sit down in the seats of tle 
out-going party and fold its aris; that the people 
have been led to believe that new measures were [o 
be adopted; that the doctrines of the out-going paity 
were to depart with them: in their retirement; that 
the measures under which the government has been 
administered were hostile to the interests of the 
people; and, says the senator, ii there shall be 10 
change, the days of the in-coming or Harrisen parly 
are numbered—it will go out at the end of four 
years by a larger majority than it came in. I en- 
tirely concur with the senator in his position, a 
thank bim for the honesty and candor of the admis- 
sion he has made; he has honestly and conclusively 
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ult of the potitical campaign in the minds of some 
ronatete! and sepneialty in that of the honorable 





senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benron), who declar- 


ed, a few days ago, that the resuit was a mystery 
he could not understand. The senator froin Ar- 
kansas perfectly understands it, and I concur with 
him that, if the in-coming party pursues the same 
line of general policy that was the ruling policy of 
Mr. Van Buren, its days will be numbered; its days 
ought to be nuusbered. The people have condemn- 
ed that policy; they have willed that those who sup- 
port it shall no longer fill the highest offices within 
their gift; they have willed that a different policy 
shall prevail; they have selected their agents for 
the purpose of carrying out a different policy; those 
agents stand pledged to do so, andit would bea 
direct violation of faith to the people to refuse to 
conform to their will. It would be such a breach 
of faith as ought to nuinber the days of those who 
should presume upon such a dangerous experiment. 
I trust, however, that there is no cause for alarm from 
any quarter on this subject. I merely notice the re- 
mark of the senator to say that I heartily concur 
with him, and, so far as [ am concerned, the charge 
shall have no application. 

Another remark of the senator I must briefly no- 
tice, in which I ain not so fortunate as to concur. 
I understood the senator to say that the senators from 
the old states had uniformly voted down every pro- 
position from the new states in which they felt any 
interest. 

{Here Mr. Sevier rose and said he had made 
several exceptions. ] 

So I understood the senator, but I do not feel dis- 
posed to let the remark pass, even with the excep- 
tions, as 1 do not think it does justice to the senators 
from the old states, as they are called. How many 
senators coinpose this Joe sir? The answer is 
fifty-two; of that number only eighteen are from the 
new states, so cailed. Well, sir, does not the sena- 
tor consider both the pre-emption and graduation 
bills western measures? And how could the new 
states, with their eighteen members, have passed 
any bill on either of those subjects without the votes 
of senators from the old states? And still these bills 
have again and again passed the senate with the 
votes of senators from the old and new states. 
And, sir, I cannot let the occasion pass without 
doing to senators from the old states justice, so far as 
my state is concerned. I have frequently, since 
I have been a member of this body, felt the kind 
aid and support of many of the senators from the 
old states on subjects of vital importance and deeply 
interesting to iny state, when a most settled opposi- 
tion had come from senators from the sonthwestern 
states, designated as new states. It affords me 
great pleasure to except from this remark the sena- 
tor from Arkansas. So, sir, as one of the represen- 
tatives of one of the new states, | claim no parti- 
cipation in the application of the remarks of that 
senator. 

The senator from Arkansas also intimated that 
the new states would soon be strong enough to make 
their own laws on this subject, without the aid of 
the other states of this union. This he thinks may 
take place by the year eighteen hundred and fifty. 
The senator from South Carolina (Mr. Caruon) 
also predicted a portion of his remarks upon the 
same hypothesis. Here again Lam compelled to dis- 
sent in tato from the positions assumed by those sena- 
tors. It seems to me that the senators overlook a most 
important fact in order to arrive at their conclusions; 
that is, that the states are becoming old faster than 
news; or, in other words, that the old states are in- 
creasing faster than the new ones. I use the words 
“old” and “new” in their confined acceptation. Jf 
the senators consider all new states that have been, 
and that may be, admitted into the union since the 
adoption of the federal constitution, they are right; 
but that is not the use they desire to make of the 
terms; they refer to states having a border interest 
in Common, growing out of their frontier sitnation, 
and the quantity of public lands within their limits. 
in this sense, does it not strike those senators that 
the danger is the other way? that the old states must 
increase in the proportion? and that the power to 
control legislation on this subject must ultimately, 
unleas settled soon, lie with them? It looks so to 
me, and I have heard no argument to shake this 
view of the case. How stands the ease with Ohio? 
Now with Indiana? ay, Indiana, that but a few 
years ago was upon the extreme frontier. The 
former ne longer claims to be a new state; and the 
latter, so far as the land question is concerned, can 
scarcely be said to belong-to that class of states. 
Others are following rapidly; and in a few years 
tore ailthe present great states in the valley of the 
Mississippi will be in the very centre of the union 
of states, and nol even the western of the old states, 
in the sense I am discussing the subject. Is it, 


or engender sectional hostilities? 





the states called the new states to raise any question 
founded upon local considerations exclusively, on 
this great land question? I submit these remarks 
in a spirit of kindness, for these senators, one and 
all, know that I have ever stood by them when the 
interest of their states was in question. But, sir, I 
must be pardoned for saying that I never hear these 
local and discriminating questions agitated here or 
elsewhere, when they can possibly be avoided, 
without a deep sense of the impropriety of the 
course. Let us remember that we are brethren of 
the same family, embarked in the same vessel, bound 
to the same port. Let us never forget. our motto, 
‘united we stand, divided we fall.”> We must have 
coufidence in each other. Deriving our existence 
from the same race, united together by the same 
patriotic love of country, acknowledging the same 
Supreme Being, and cherishing the same free con- 
stitutional forin of government, should we not have 
full confidence in each other, and should we not 
avoid every thing calculated to excite angry feelings 
It may not be- 
come me to lecture older senators on this subject, 
but C shall rest my defence on the importance of the 
position, and the impression it has made on my 
mind. I will digress no further, but take up the 
subject under consideration, as 1 had originally in- 
terided before I was decoyed from the path by the 
reinarks of the senator from Arkansas, which I have 
thought proper to notice. 

VW hile we differ upon many points connected with 
the land question, we all concur in the magnitude of 
the subject, and its great importance. There is ano- 
ther point in which there is a general concurrence, so 
far as I have as yet heard an opinion expressed, and 
that is, the propriety, nay, more, the necessity, of 
settling the whole matter so soon as it can be done 
satisfactorily to all. Upon the magnitude of the sub- 
ject and its consequent connexion with the legisla- 
tion of congress, and the diversified interests of the 
states in all their varieties, the senator from South 

arolina commented at large; and, as I do not de- 
sign travelling over the same ground that other se- 
nators have occupied, where I concur with them, I 
shall content myself by reading an extract from the 
report Of the committee on public lands, to which 
the bill of the senator from South Carolina had been 
committed. This extract will show ihe quantity of 
the public lands over which our legistation extends. 
And I read if to the senate that it may be fresh in the 
recollection of senators when [ allude to it in my 
subsequent remarks. The report says: 

“It appears from a report of the commissioner of 
the general land office (see document 46, 3d session, 
25th congress), that the whole quantity in acres of 
the public domain on the 30th September, 1838, to 
which the Indian title was not extinguished, amount- 
ed to seven hundred aud sixty-six millions in round 
numbers. There were at the same time, as ap- 
pears by the same report, in the states and territo- 
ries three hundred and nineteen millions of acres to 
which the Indian tithe was extinguished; making 
the whole public domain in the aggregate at that 
time to be ten hundred and eighty-five millions of 
acres. By table marked A, herewith annexed, it 
appears that, on the first of January last, there were 
in the new states one hundred and fifty-four millions 
of acres to which the Indian titles-were extinguish- 
ed, and nine million five hundred thousand acres to 
which the Indian title was not extinguished; mak- 
ing in the aggregate one hundred and: sixty-three 
million five hundred thousand acres. Fromm this de- 
duct for disputed grants, inany of which are large, 
to which the right of the government may not be 
established, three millions and a half of acres; which 
would leave one hundred and sixty millions subject 
to the operation of this bill, (Mr. Cantoun’s amend- 
ment); being less than one-sixth of the whole pub- 
lic domain.” 

Who can read the above extract, and not see the 
immense magnitude of the subject under considera- 
tion? I listened to the senator from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Catnovn), while portraying the importance 
of this great subject, with the attention due to that 
senator a3, well as to myself—desirons as | was to 
hear the whole argument; and, sir, I had the pleasure 
of concurring most fully with that senator up. to the 
point of his arguinent where he declared that the 
pre-emption, graduation and distribution pians all 
tell short of the desired object of settling the question 
upon the terms of compromise upon which I desire 
to see it placed; and urged as the only panacea, or 
remedy for the disease, his amendment ceding te 
the states in which they lie the lands within their 
limits, upon certain terms and conditions. At this 
point I was compelled to leave the company of the 
seuator. I could not coneur with him in either of 
his positions; and, sir, | confess that I was surprised 
to hear the senator declare that his amendment, or 
bill, was calculated to close the whole land question. 


then, wiae in the senators in the extreme frontier off Why, sir, does not the senator see that it falls yreat- 


ly short of meeting the desired object? Can he shut 
his eyes to the fact that the garment he.has made is 
entirely too small for the bedy he designs to put it 
on? His bill applies to the land lying in the new 
states alone—one hundred and sixty millions of 
acres; while the whole quantity of the public lands 
is over ten hundred millions of acres, as shown by 
the report which I have read. , 

The great objects of the senator, as he has de- 
clared are to get rid of this agitating question in 
congress, to withdraw executive patronage, and, 
finally, to settle the land question. How will the 
bill of the senator effect these desirable results? As 
I have said, it touches less than one-sixth of the 
public domain; the Jand system, with all its para- 
phernalia, must still be kept up; congress will have 
just as much legislation, and the patronage will be 
about the same as if no such bill had been passed. 
But, sir, I forbear to push the argument on the se- 
nator’s bill further at this moment. I shall have 
occasion to examine it in its proper order in the 
course of my remarks. Our land system has been 
justly eulogized by senators on all sides of the cham- 
ber. When we compare it with the systems of other 
countries; how high does itstand in the comparison; 
or even contrast it with the manner of the disposi- 
tion of the public lands, by granting large tracts, 
upon credit, to individuals or companies, as was first 
adopted by this government, and how pre-eminent 
does our present systein stand. Still it is becoming 
too great in magnitude, too extensive in its demands 
upou the legislation of congress, intimately too 
much connected with the various affairs of the na- 
tion. There seems to be a universal disposition and 
desire to make changes, either in the manner of the 
administration of the lands or in the disposition of 
the funds proceeding from their sales. The debt of 
the revolution has been’ extinguished; the lands 
ceded by the states have been liberated from that 
charge, and a new state of the question has been 
presented by these considerations. 

I propose to notice the different propositions that 
have been nade for the disposition of these lands in 
as brief a manner as I can, and show how they stand. 
At the commencement of the last congress of the 
administration of Mr. Adams, I took my seat as a 
member of the house of representatives. At that 
time the questions of graduation and_ pre-emption 
were the favorities for discussion. ell, sir, pre- 
e:nption laws, in some shape, have been passed from 
that day to this, and we now have one before us dif- 
fering somewhat in ¢haracter from any former law, 
of which I will speaix hereafter. But, sir, the gra- 
duation bilis have shared a very different fate. Not 
a session of congress has been held without diseuss- 
ing or acting upon a graduation bill in some Shape 
or other. Gen. Jackson came into power on the lide 
of unbounded popularity; bis friends were devoted 
to his person, and his partisans sustained his mea- 
sures with great unanimity. He was most decided. 
ly in favor of graduation; he held it up, as did his 
adherents, in the west as the antagonist measure to 
the distribution principle as carried: out in Mr. 
Cray’s land bill; and when the president defeated 
that bill, he proclaimed graduation as the proper 
measure. Well, sir, he held the station for eight 
years; and at the expiration of his term Mr. Van 
Buren came into power. Like his predecessor, he, 
too, recommended graduation; the secretary of the 
treasury favored it as a financial measure; his parti- 
sans in the west held it up to the people as an admi- 
nistration measure. At the last session of congress 
the bill passed the senate about the same time the 
pre-emption bill did; they went to the house toge- 
ther; the pre-emption bill passed, and the graduation 
bill slept on the table. There was power enough to 
pass the sub-treasury bill and the nega ua bill, 
but the graduation bill was forgotten. hus, sir, 
twelve years, including the administrations of gen. 
Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, have passed away, and 
the graduation bill stands precisely where it did 
when [ came to congress first. From this lam led 
to believe either that there never was any serious in- 
tention of passing it by those who clamored the loud- 
est for it; that it was merely held up to the gaze of 
the people as the rag rota measure to distribution 
for the purpose of defeating the latter measure; or 
the people were opposed to it, and the dominant 
party knew it and were afraid to pass it. And let 


me say to senators now, that | have not the least 


idea it ever will pass, unless it shall be connected 
with the pre-emption and distribution principles, 
upon terms of compromise of the whole subject. 
The objections that are urged against the. gradua- 
tion bill are, first, that it unsettles the land policy; 
secondly, it reduces the price of the real estate of 
the country; thirdly, the principle of graduation, by 
the time the lands haye been in market, is arbitrary 
and unjust, inasmuch as the tables of sales show 
that lands which have been long in market still find 
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twenty-five cents per acre. These objections are 
entitled to due consideration; and although I do not 
expect to live long enough to see a graduation law 
standing upon its own basis, I will briefly notice 
them. As tothe first objection, it will depend en- 
tirely on a prior question, that is, would the change 


be for the better? Ifso, there can be no objection on 
that ground; as frequent changes have been made, 


and the land system has been much improved by 
them. Instance the subdivisions of the tracts; the in- 
troduction of the cash for the credit system; the re- 
duction of the price from two dollars, which was the 
minimum, to one dollar and twenty-five cents, the 
present minimum. The second position is, that it 
reduces the price of the real estate of the country. 
This assumption I think rather specious than sub- 


stantial; it would certainly tend to sell the land, and 


cause it to be improved at a much earlier day than 
it otherwise would be; and as the value of the im- 
proved land depends upen the state of the improve- 
ment of the country, it follows that the cultivation 
and improvement of these lands at an early day must 
tend to increase rather than diminish the value of 


the other improved lands in the same section of 


country; at least, the effect would not be perceptible 
against this view. In the next place, it is contend- 
ed that the principle of graduation by time—that is, 
the length of time lands have been in market—is 
arbitrary and unjust, because lands that have been 
fong in market still find purchasers at the minimum 
price. 
solution. Lands have an intrinsic and a relative 
value. A graduation bill by time only applies to the 
intrinsic value of lands; they are sold by their rela- 
tive value, by which 1 mean that the locality, quali- 
ty of soil, water privileges, timber and many other 


qualities, compose the intrinsic value of a piece of 


land, and for which it receives an early purchaser, 
while lands wanting any of these qualities would be 
passed by the settler in the first instance; but, after 
the country around becomes settled and improved, 
these lands, thus passed by, become relatively va- 
duable in:consequence of their locality, and not their 
original intrinsic value; and that relative value finds 
for them purchasers. I have no doubt but that at 
least one-half of the lands that are now called refuse 
may in a series of years be forced upon purchasers 
at the minimum price. This is my view of the 
matter. It looks very plain to me; and yet.it has 
excited along debate to account for the apparent 
phenomena, how it could be possible that these lands 
could be inferior lands, and still find purchasers.— 
There are connected with this part.of the argument 


two important questions: First, is it right for the | 


government to hald up these lands at a price above 
their intrinsic value, until they are sold by their re- 
Jative value, and thereby avail itself of the industry 
of the purchasers of the surrounding lands to give 
that relative value? The other is, should the settle- 
ment. of the country be retarded, and the states pro- 
hibited from taking the lands, until that relative 
value shall have been given to them by the surround- 
ing improvements? I have heretofore thonght that 
both of these yuestions should be decided in the ne- 
gative, and have voted accordingly; and, as I have 
heard no complaint of my votes, I shall in this in- 
stance take the same course, though I feel quite easy 
about it, and would willingly conform to the will of 
my state by voting either way, or make a reasonable 
compromise of the whole matter to secure greater 
benefits in the final adjustment of the land question. 
I come now, Mr. President, to the more important 
uestion of pre-emption as embraced by the bill be- 
fore us. AsI have already said, laws on this sub- 
ject have been passed from time to time, differing in 
some particulars from the bill before us, which | 
will look into as I progress with the argument. 
But, before I give my views upon the question, I 
desire to say afew words in relation to my vote 
against an amendmentto the original bill, which ex- 
cluded foreigners from the benefits of pre-emption. 
It has been argued by senators that the restriction 
should have been incorporated in the bill; they con- 
tend that persons who have no interest in our go- 
vernment, and who owe allegiance to a foreign 
power, ought not to have the benefits of a law which 
they contend grants exclusive privileges. ‘There is 
much force in the argument, and were there not 
countervailing considerations, I should be disposed 
to go with them; buf, siy, let it be remembered that, 
previous to obtaining the benefit of the law, resi- 
dence, improvements on and cultivation of the land, 
are requisite on the part of the pre.eimptor; this I 
considered tantamount to a declaration of a bona fide 
intention on the part of the settler to become a citi- 
zen of the United States; indeed, it is one of {he most 
conclusive evidences of that intention that could 
well be conceived of. Still, 1 voted to require the 
declaration to be made in writing before the pre- 
eimption shall operate, I cannot agree with senators 
who think there is great danger of this class of fo- 


This matter is perfectly plain and simple of 


reigners overturning or injuring the government, by 
their votes or otherwise, Sir, let me tell senators 
ibat this is not the class of men from whom danger is 
to be apprehended. These are honest, hard work- 
ing, industrious men, who support themselves and 
families by the sweat of their brows; men who at- 
tend to their own business, and not the concerns of 
the public; they are not the class of political foreign- 
ers who hang around your sea-ports and the suburbs 
of your large cities, making politics their trade, 
preaching agrarian and loco foco doctrines in the 
day time, and lighting loco foco matches and rioting 
at night—the levellers down, because they cannot 
level up. Men who do not betake themselves to 
honest callings for a livelihood, and who are the ene- 
mies of those who do; these are the men you may 
watch; but when you see a foreigner take his family 
into the western country, settle down on a piece of 
wild land, commence his little improvement, sur- 
rounded and aided by his wife and children, you 
may rest satisfied that you have nothing to fear from 
‘|mately become our best citizens. The spirit that 
prompts him to acquire property wiil induce him to 
protect and defend it. The other class are not af- 
fected by pre-emption laws, for they would not cul- 
tivate and improve the new lands if you would give 
them the privilege free of cost. I bave seen many 
of this class in the west as well as in the east, and I 
have never seen one of them claiming pre-emption 
privileges. The other class usually apply for the 
benefit of our naturalization laws, and become citi- 
zens at the earliest period possible; they are good 
meiubers of society, and I desire to give them all the 
encouragement J can consistently with the provisions 
of the constitution. 

During the discussion of this question, the argu- 
ment was pushed further than was called for by the 
provisions of the bill; and new questions were start- 
ed, or rather sprung upon us, one of which, being 


without a brief notice. It has been contended that 
the states have the power to confer the rights of 
citizens, or, in other words, citizenship on foreign 

ers, notwithstanding the constitution of the United 
States on that subject. Others have contended that 
this can only be done in the absence of the exercise 
of the power of passing naturalization laws on the 
part of congress. I heard these opinions advanced 
by distinguished senators,and I confess I thought at 
the time that both were wrong; that those who con- 
tended for the first of these positions were clearly and 
| wholly mistaken; and that those who admit the power 
in the states, in the absence of the exercise of the 
power by the federal government, had taken ground 
spat could not be maintained. I supposed the whole 
power to be exclusive in congress, and that in no 
case, under no circustances, could the states, or 
either of them, exercise it; and I find, on consulting 
a high authority, (Story on the constitution), that I 
was right. I will read to the senate what that learn- 
ed coinmentator says on the subject. 3d vol. Com- 
mentaries, chap. 16, he says: 

“The propriety of contiding the power to estab- 
lish a uniform rule of naturalization to the rational 
government seems not to have occasioned any doubt 
or controversy in the convention. For aught that 
appears on the journals, it was conceded without 
objection. Under the confederation, the states pos- 
sessed the sole authority to exercise the power, and 
the dissimilarity of the system in different states 
was generally admitted as a prominent defect, and 
laid the foundation of many delicate and intricate 
questions. As the free inhabitants of each state 


repugnant such admission might be to their polity, 
convenience and even prejudices. In effeet, every 
state possessed the power of naturalizing aliens in 
every other state—a power as mischievous in its 
nature as it was indiscreetin its actual éxercise. In 
one state, residence for a short time might, and did 
‘confer the rights of citizenship; in others, qualifica- 
tions of greater importance were required. An 
alien, therefore, incapacitated for the possession of 
certain rights by the laws of the latter, might, by 
a previous residence and naturalization in the 
former, elude at pleasure all their salutary regula- 
tions for self-protection; and it has been remarked, 
j with equal truth and justice, that it was owing to 
mere casualty that the exercise of this power under 
the confederation did not involve the union in the 
most serious embarrassinents. There is great wis 
dom, therefore, in confiding to the national govern- 
ment the power to establish a uniform rule of natu- 
ralization throughout the United States. It is of 
the deepest interest to the whole union to know 





him; he is of the useful class of foreigners that ulti- 
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who are entitled to enjoy the rights of citizens in 
each state, since they thereby, in effect, becom, 
entitled to the rights in citizens of all the states, |; 
aliens might be admitted indiscriminately to enj, 

all the rights of citizens at the will of a single staje 
the union itself might be endangered by an infloy 
of foreigners hostile to its institutions, ignorant of 
its powers, and incapable of a due estimate of jt, 
privileges.” 

“It follows from the very nature of the power 
that, to be useful, it must be exclusive; for a cop. 
current power in the states would bring back aij 
the evils and embarrassments which the unifory, 
rule of the constitution was designed to remedy, 
And, accordingly, though there was a momentary 
hesitation, when the constitution first went into 
operation, whether the power might not still be ex. 
ercised by the states, subject only to the control of 
congress, so far as the legislation of the latter ex. 
tended, as the supreme law; yet the power is now 
firtnly established to be exclusive. The Federalist, 
indeed, introduced this very case as entirely clear, 
to illustrate the doctrine of an exclusive power by 
implication, arising from the repugnancy of a simi. 
lar power in the states. ‘This power must neces. 
sarily be exclusive,’ says the author, ‘because jf 
each state had power to prescribe a distinct rule 
there could be no uniform rule,’ ” 

[Mr. Smith’s speech to be concluded in our nezt.] 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION, 
SENATE. 

February 23. Most of this day wag taken up in 
the presentation of memorials. 

Mr. Clay reported a bill to extend the time of 
locating military land warrants. 

Mr. Benton subinitted a resolution directing the 
secretary of tle senate to pay out of the contingent 
fund to each messenger of the office of the secre. 
tary, three dollars per day, and to the assistant mes- 





an important one, I am not disposed to let pass; senger and laborérs two dollars per day, in licu of 


all dues. 

Mr. King thought this a decidedly preferable 
mncde; it was fixing ihe recompense of these people 
on some fixed basis instead of voting additional pay 
at the last hour of the session, as had frequently 
been the case. It was advisable to fix the watier 
definitively; and while he was averse to voting ad- 
ditional compensation at the close of congress, he 
was for paying those worthy public servants a libe- 
ral but not extravagant compensation. He moved 
that it be sent to the committee on the contingent 
expenses; which was agreed to. 

The bills heretofore noticed as having been or- 
dered to be engrossed were severally read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the bill for chartering 
the banks of the District of Columbia was taken up, 
and amended by Mr. Clay, of Alabama, and Mr. 
Wright; when Mr. Tappan moved to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert as an aimend- 
ment a bill embracing the following features: 

Every stockholder shall record his stock in the 
clerk’s office, the schedule of the same to be pub- 
lished every three months in the newspapers of the 
District; every sale and transfer to be placed on re- 
cord and published within ten days. 

To issue no notes of less than $20, undez a pe- 
nalty of five hundred dollars. 

Ii specie be refused, enabling any justice to en- 
ter up judgment with 20 per cent. damages, aud 


| cost of suit. 


Making the passing of any note by any indivi- 
dual, of less than $20, liable to a forfeiture of dou- 


herbie entitled to all the privileges and immunities of | ble the amount of the note. 

cilizens in all the other states, it followed that a} 

single state possessed the power of forcing into | notes as money, Without means of redeeming the 
every other state, with the enjoyment of every im-| same in current coin, he shall be deemed guilty of 
munily and privilege, any alien whom it might} a misdemeanor, and on conviction sball be impri- 
choose to incorporate into its own society, however, 


| 
| 


That if any person shall establish a bank and issue 


soned not less than three nor more than ten years. 

Mr. Tappan spoke in favor of the principles ol 
his amendinent, and against banking generally, ui- 
til a late hour, when he gave way for a motion to 9° 
into executive business; after which the senate ad- 
journec. , 

February 24. Mr. Pierce, of New Hampshire. 
presented resolutions from that state, on the subject 
of appointing the satne day throughout the United 
States, for the choice of presidential electors. 

Mr. Bates, of Mass. preseuted resolutions of that 
state in relation to the claims of American citizens 
for French spoliations on commerce, prior to 1500. 

M1. Henderson subinitted aresolution calling 0” 
the secretary of war for information as to the best 
point for the erection of a national foundry in the 
west. 

After acting on various private bills, the sena' 
proceeded to the discussion of the bill tu revive a? 
continue in force the banks in the District of Co 
lumbia, when Mr. Tappan rose and concluded bis 
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amendment, or rather substitute, the vote stood as 
‘ 8: 
en AS—Messrs. Tappan and Wright—2. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ala.. 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Fulton, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Mer- 
rick, Mangum, Nicholson, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Smith, of Ind. Sturgeon, all- 
madge, White, Williams, Young—33. 

Mr. Clay of Ala. moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the close of the bill: 

“And provided further, ‘That nothing herein contain- 
ed shall be so construed as to prevent said banks, or 
either of them, from paying deposites, heretofore made 
jn said banks, or either of them, in the kind of funds 
in which said deposites were made.” 

Mr. Wright opposed the motion, and the debate 
was continued, Mr. Merrick and Mr. Clay of Ala. 

articipating. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment, and decided in the affirmative as 
follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, ot Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, King, Knight, Mangum, 
Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rug- 

les, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, White 
Vanna in. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hubbard, 
Lion, Lumpkin, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Wright—16. 

Mr. Allen then moved an amendment going to 
inake every officer and stockholder of the banks li- 
able in their individual capacities, for the full 
amount of stock standing iu their names, the liabi- 
lity to continue after such officers or stockholders 
cease te be so. 

Mr. Allen said he should be recreant to his trust 
if he did not endeavor to graft this principle on the 
bill; a feature which he knew to be in consonance 
with the majority of the people of his state, and he 
believed, of the United States; and on the question 
of adoption, he should demand the yeas and nays. 

The question having been taken, resuited as fol- 
lows: 

Yi AS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Nicholas, Roane, Robinson, Sturgeon, ‘Tap- 
pan, Walker, Williams, Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Gaaham, Dixon, Henderson, Huntington, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Ruggles, Sevier, ‘Tallmadge, White, Young—19. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed, as ainended, and decided in the af- 
fi:mative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, 
Graham, Hendersun, Huntington, King, Knight, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Sturgeon, ‘T'ailmadge, White, 
Williams, Young—2s. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, Lian Lumpkin, Nicholson, Pierce, Robinson, 
Smith, of Con. Tappan, Walker, Wright—13. 

The senate then went into execulive session, and 
remained therein some time. After which the se- 
nate adjourned. 

February 25. The bill from the house of repre- 
sentatives making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government for the year 
18341, was twice read and referred to the committee 
on finanee, 

The biils ordered to be engrossed yesterday were 
severally read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Walker reported a bill granting the right of 
pre-emption to the settlers on the Dubuque claim 
in the territory of Towa, whieh bill was considered 
In Committee ef the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

The following bill was then taken up, and after 
having been discussed, was amended and ordered 
to be engrossed, a bill to revive. and continue in 
force, for a limited time, an act approved on the 
third day of March, cighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven, entitled ‘an act for the appointment of coin- 
lnissioners to adjust the claims to reservations of 
land under the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, with the Choctaw In. 
dians;” and also an act approved on the twenty- 
Second day of February, eighteen hundred and thir- 
ly-eight, entitled «an act to amend an act entitled 
‘an act for the appointment of commissioners to ad- 
Jast the claims to reservations of land under the 
fourteenth article of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirty, with the Choctaw Indians.’ ” 

Several private bills were also considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The senate went into executive session at half 
past 2 o'clock, and, after remaining therein for a 
Considerable time, adjourned. 

February 26, As soon a3 the journal was read 

', Roane rose and communicated to the chair the 





| propriate to do so on the present occasion. 





following letter received by him from the chief jus- 
tice of the United States: 
“Washington, Fed. 26, 1841. 

“Sir: As one of the senators from the state of 
Virginia, of which our lamented brother, judge 
Barbour, was so distinguished a citizen, 1 enclose 
you a copy of the funeral ceremonies which have 
been determined upon. I am, sir, with great re- 
spect, your obedient servant, R.B. TANEY.” 

Mr. Roane rose and said: Mr. President, I ask a 
moment of the precious time of the senate; I will 
not abuse it; for already had the mournful intelli- 
gence now Officially announced to us reached every 
member of this body, and already had the heart of 
every individual in this community been touched 
by that pure and exalted feeling which is ever 
awakened when the patriot hears that his country 
has suddeuily lost, and lost forever, one of its bene- 
factors. 

Mr. President, had I the talent and the material 
(which I have not) to offer a just tribute to the me- 
mory of the distinguished judge whose funeral we 
are now invited to attend, I shouldceeim it inap- 
That 
task I leave in other and abler hands; but knowing, 
as I well do, the exeiuplary virtues of the deceased 
in all the social and domestic relations of life; know- 
ing, as 1 well do, the exalted estimation in which 
his virtues, talents and patriotisin were held in his 
native state, which I have the honor, in part, to re- 
present, and knowing, as does every member of this 
body, his long, faithful and valuable public services 
within the walls of this building, I feel myself autho- 
rised to ask the senate to adopt the resolution I now 
offer: 

Resolved unanimously, That, in testimony of their re- 
spect for the memory of the hon. Pasture P. Bargour- 
late associate justice of the supreme court of the Unit- 
ed States, the senate will adjourn this day. at 2 o’clock. 
for the purpose of attending the funeral of the deceased. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill concerning an act granting lands to 
certain exiles from Poland. 

The bill for creating a new land district in the 
state of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said state, was considered in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed, 

The senate then proceeded to the special order, 
being the bankrupt bill; when Mr. Clay rose and 
addressed the sena‘e until the hour of adjournment 
against the pending amendment to include banks 
in the compulsory process; denying the constitu- 
tionality of such a law, and declaring it to be un- 
wise and inexpedient even if the power were ex- 
pressed. ‘The senate then adjourned. 

February 27. Mr. Clayton, of Delaware, present- 
ed a series of resolutions passed by the legislature 
of that state to the following effect: 

1. That the refusal by congress to recharter the 
banks of the District of Columbia, was unwise and 
oppressive. 

2. That they are unwilling to believe with the 
citizens of Washington and Georgetown, that their 
only chance for good government and prosperity 
rests in a retrocession of the territory to Maryland, 
and confidently hope that the next if not the pre- 
sent congress will grant a redress of their grievances 
—and 

3. That the people of the District of Columbia 
ought to be represented in congress—which resolu- 
tions were laid on the table and ordered to be priut- 
ed, 


for the naval service for the year 184}, was read 
and referred to the vommitiee on naval affairs. 

Mr. Wright reported the bill from the house mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the government for the year 1841, with 
amendments, which being read, Messrs. Anderson 
Tuppun, Knight, and Henderson severally gave no- 
tice of amendments which they intended to propose 
when the bill came up for consideration, which 
were ordered to be printed. 


M. Wall, from the cammittee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill to amend the act entitled ‘an act to 
ainend the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled ‘an 
act to amend au actentiiled an act to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States,” without 
amendinent. 

Mr. W. urged the consideration at that time; and 
after some few remarks from Messrs. Buchanan and 
Clayton, it was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the senate 
took up as in committee of the whole, the bill to 
reorganize the judicial cireuits of the U. States. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then offered the following 
amendment, explaining the reasons which induced 
him to offer it. 

“That hereafter the eastern and western districts 
of Pennsylvania, and the district of New Jersey, 








and the district of Delaware shall form the third 
cireuit; the district of Maryland ana the eastern 
district of Virginia shall form the fourth circuit; the 
district of North Carolina, the eastern and western 
districts of S. Carolina, and the district of Georgia 
shall form the fifth circuit; the southern district of 
Alabama, and eastern district of Louisiana shall 
form the sixth circuit; the southern district of Mis- 
sissippi, the eastern and middle districts of Ten- 
nessee, shall form the eighth circuit; and the dis- 
trict of Arkansas, the district of Misseuri, and the 
district of Kentucky shall form the ninth circuit. 

“Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the cir- 
cuit court for the district of Arkansas shall be 
holden on the fourth Monday of April, and the 
fourth Monday of October in each and every year; 
and it shall be the duty of the associate justice of 
the supreme court allotted to the ninth circuit, to 
preside at the spring term of the eircuit court for 
the district of Arkansas; and the associate justice 
of the supreme court allotted to the eighth circuit, 
to preside at the spring term of the circuit court for 
the southern district of Mississippi, which shall be 
holden on the second Monday in December.” 

Mr. Clayton moved to amend the amendment, so 
as to place Delaware in the 4th instead of the 3d 
district. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. said he would cheerfully adopt 
such modification. 


Mr. Roane rose to protest on his part and that of 
his state against the adoption of any legislation 
having a tendency, as it were, to blot out from the 
judicial system of the United States a state which 
had held, and so justly, so elevated a position from 
the very commencement of the government. 

Mr. Clay was sorry to find that the senator last 
up saw any thing in the proposition unfriendly to 
Virginia; certainly there was no such purpose. Mr. 
C. then spoke of the present arrangement, which 
alloted six of the judges to the Atlantic, where the 
duties were little in comparison with those on the 
other side of the mountains, while there were only 
three given to the west. A sudden, unexpected 
and deplorable event had occurred, which enabled 
them to look into the matter, and make a proper di- 
vision of the duties. By this arrangement the 
judges were convinced that all the business could 
be properly aud satisfactorily attended to. If he 
knew Virginia, she was indifferent about office, 
and anxious alone for the proper discharge of the 
high trusts reposed, by which equal and exact jus- 
tice might be ineted to all. 

Messrs. Clay,of Ala. Huntington, King, Mangum 
and Sevier spoke briefly in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Roane spoke some winutes against the bill, 
and protested against hurried legislation on the 
subject. Messrs. Graham and Benton opposed it. 

After Messrs. Henderson, Buchanan, Walker and 
Rives had spoken in favor of the bill; the question 
was then taken on the engrossment, and decided in 
the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bates, Bayard, Bucha- 
nan, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Cut!ibert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, 
Knight, Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tail- 
madge, Walker, Williams—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Graham, 
Hubbard, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, Smith, of Conn. 
Sturgeon, T'appan, Wall, Wright—13. 








Mr. Ruggles, on leave, introduced a bill granting 
copy rights to inventors of designs, prints, &c. 


The bill from the house making appropriations | which was referred to the committee on the patent 


office. 


The bill to declare the rights of the children of 
citizens of the United States born abroad, which 
had been considered in committee of the whole and 
ordered to be engrossed, was put upon its third 
reading, when Mr. Clay said he thought the bill 
involved some very important principles, and such 
as should not be acted on too hastily. It was evi- 
dent that there was not time at the present session 
to discuss its merits properly. It seemed to him, 
froin a hasty glance, that it sought to perpetuate al- 
legiance, and to give privileges to the children of 
citizens who might wander over the world on their 
own business, (not on that of the public), to be 
considered in the same light as those born at home. 
He thought we onght to pause before we passed 
such.a bill, and would therefore move to lay it on 
the table. Which motion was adopted. 


The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and, after spending some 
considerable time therein, the doors were again 
opened, and after acting on a joint resolution of a 
private nature, the senate adjourned. 

March 1. Mr, Bates presented the credentials of 
the hon. Rufus Choate, senator elect from Massa- 
chusetts, in the place of the bon. Daniel Webster, 
resigned, who was qualified and took his seat, 








[om 
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On motion of Mr. Tappan, the committe on In- 
dian affairs were instructed to inquire into is ex- 
pediency of making an appropriation for the re- 

val o the Wyandot Indians from the state of 


10. 

Mr. Buchanan said he was instructed by the com- 
mittee on foreign relations to move to be discharged 
from the consideration of the resolution which had 
been referred to that committee, ‘“‘requesting the 
president to communicate to the senate, if not in- 
compatible with the public interest, any correspon- 
dence which may have taken place between this 
government and that of Great Britain relative to the 
northeastern boundary not heretofore cominunicated 
to the senate.” 

- He would state, with as much brevity as possible, 
the reasons which had induced the committee to 
believe that it would be inexpedient, at the present 
moment, to publish the correspondence to which 
the resolution referred. 

_ It would be recollected by senators who had di- 
rected their attention to this subject, that, in con- 
sequence of the correspondence already published 
between the two governments, and to which he need 
not particularly refer, it became the duty of Great 
Britain to submit to our government the project of a 
convention for the settlement of this long disputed 
boundary question. ‘This duty had been performed 
by the British government in the month of May, 
1839. The president did not approve of this pro- 
posed convention, chiefly because it contained no 
ultimate provision which must inevitably and finally 
determine the controversy between the two coun- 
tries. Indeed, from its character, it was quite pro- 
bable that, had it been adopted, it would not have 
produced this result, so much to be desired; and 
the president was firmly convinced, considering the 
long delay—the high state of mutual irritation ex- 
isting along the border, and the imminent danger 
of actual collision—that the interest of both par- 
ties imperatively demanded the adoption of such 

treaty stipulations as must necessarily make an end 
of the question. The British government had since 
unequivocally coincided with the president in these 
sentiments; and the two governments had already 
agreed upon the essential points of a convention 
based upon these principles, and alike advantage- 
ous and honorable to both. There were still some 
»rovisions of this convention of comparatively minor 
importance, and involving detail rather than prinei- 
ple, which had not yet been agreed upon; but if it 
were the sincere desire of both parties, as he believed 
it was, to arrive at an amicable conclusion, the nego- 
tiation must soon be successfully terminated. Un- 
der these peculiar circumstances, the committee 
believed that it could do no good to either party, 
whilst it might be embarrassing to both governments, 
to, publish to the world the correspondence and the 
different projets and counter-projets of treaties 
which had passed between them. 

Mr. B. said that his official position in the senate 
had afforded him free access to all this correspon- 
dence. He had examined it with care, and would 
now frankly state the impression which it had made 
on his mind, Although he would not .pretend to 
say that there were no omeis of war in the conduct 
of the British government on our northern frontier; 

et this he should assert with much confidence, that, 
in the negotiation itself relative to our northeastern 
boundary, nothing had occurred inconsistent with 
the sincere and anxious desire which had always 
been professed by that government te preserve the 
peace which now so Lappily subsisted between the 
two countries, and tu bring the question to a final 
and satisfactory conclusion. Probably this expres- 
sion might be too strong, and that he ought to have 
qualified the general terms he had used, by except- 
ing the delays we had experienced from the tardy 
movements of the British government at every stage 
in the progress of the negotiation. Still he felt 
himself justified in using, at the present moment, 
the language of the president in his message at the 
commencement of the session, that, ‘from the cha- 
racter of the points still in difference, and the un- 
doubted disposition of both parties to bring the 
matter toan early conclusion, I look with entire 
confidence toa prompt and satisfactory termina- 
tion of the negotiation.” He had reason to be- 
lieve that such were still the anticipations of the 
president in.regard to the northeastern boundary 
question. 

Mr. B. said that,on the present occasion, he 
should purposely refrain from the expression of any 
opinion in regard to the case of the steamboat Ca- 
roline. This was unnecessary, by the fact. that all 
the correspondence in relation to this subject of 
any general importance had already been published, 
and each senator had the same means of forming 
an opinion which he himself enjoyed. There was 
no truth whatever in the rumor now so current that 
there had been an angry correspondence between 


the British minister and the secretary of state since 
the date of the last correspondence between them, 
now before the public. There was no foundation 
for this rumor. It was true that, since that time, 
a single note bearing upon the subject bad been 
addressed by Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth, which the 
latter had answered; but this note and answer were 
of so little importance that he (Mr. B.) did not 
deem it necessary to call for their publication, and 


their tone was far from being of any angry charac- 
ter. 


Mr. Clay made a few brief remarks, understood 
in substance to be that, in his position with the 
cominittee on foreign relations, derived as it had 
been from the vice president, it might not be.amiss 
in him to say a few words in relation to the subject. 
The questions in immediate dispute between the 
two countries were the northeastern boundary, the 
affair of the Caroline, the case of Mcleod, and 
certain seizures on the coast of Africa. The most 
iinportant was doubtless that relating to the north- 
easterr, boundary. Reference had been made to 
an arbitration that was to settle definitively the ques- 
tion, and all the principles that should regulate the 
composition of the arbitration had been settled on, 
except some ininor points of detail. With regard 
to the Caroline, there had been some delay in an- 
swer to the demand of our government whether ber 
capture within our jurisdiction had been previously 
authorised or subsequently sanctioned. 

As to the case of McLeod, a good deal depended 
on what the government of New York should do in 
the matter. In his opinion, there ought to have been 
some intimation by the executive to the proper au- 
thority in New York of the necessity of affording to 
the accused a fair and impartial trial; and to his 
person, if acquitted, perfect security. 

If this could not be obtained where he was, he 
should be brought to a part of the country where 
strong prejudice did not exist, and where the safety 
of his person should be put beyond all question. 
He thought it probable that New York would take 











that course without suggestion from any gtarter. 
He hoped he might have a full, fair and impartial 


trial, such as it was the duty of the country to have 


guarantied to him. 

With respect to the African captives, he did not 
know what correspondence had taken place be- 
tween the two governments; but under no circum- 
stances would this country submit to the right of 
search. 

Mr. C. gave it as his decided opinion that the state 
of the difference between the two countries was not 
such as to require a special minister. The minister 
resident there would be able to do all that would be 
necessary in the premises without difficulty, and he 
thought without delay. 

(Mr. Buchanan, (in an under tone), Tam sorry 
to hear that. 1 expected to be your secretary of le- 
gation. Mr. Clay bowed.] 

After all, (said Mr. C.) I have not yet begun to 
think of the possibility of any immediate war with 
Great Britain; that time has not arrived yet. But 
however distant it may be, I would relax no effort 
to » lace the country in a proper state of defence. 
He looked to the absence of all means of floating 
defence, steam-batteries, &c. with the deepest con- 
cern. He thought the government should apply all 
its energies to place the country in such a state of 
defence as would prepare it to meet any possible 
exigency that might arise. 

Mr. C. expressed his betief that both governments 
desired peace; that it was essential to the interests | 
of each; and that, if war did come, it would not| 
be from the will of the governments, but from 
collateral causes, over which they would have no 
control. 

The committee was then discharged, according 
to the motion of Mr. Buchanan. ’ 


Mr. Phelps, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
stated that the,committee had had under considera- 
tion a memorial in relation to the Seneca Indians. 
The committee have an opinion to express ou the 
subject in due season, but as they have understood 
that no appropriation is to be asked for this session, 
he was directed to move that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial. The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cuthbert said that on the resignation of the 
late senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster), he 
had charged upon that senator certain opinions on 
the subject of southern institutions. This had Jed 
to a discussion, in the course of which he (Mr. C.) 
had pledged himself to prove certain points. The 
most important point was, that Mr. Webster had 
avowed the doctrine that congress had full power to 
prohibit the slave trade between the states. The 
next point was, that the legislature of Massachu- 
setts had maintained the same doctrines, and quoted 
the opinions of that senafor (Mr. Webster) to sus- 
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tain them. He had pledged himself to produce ti, 
document to support and justify the charge. 

Mr. Phelps rose to a point of order with some re. 
luctance. There was no question before the senate 
and be was not aware that the discussion could lead 
to action of any sort. 

Mr. Cuthbert said the senator from Vermont 
should have checked him at the outset of the dis. 
cussion on the previous day. The-senator did not 
then stop him. He had pledged himself to produce 
the proof of the charge which he then made, ani he 
insisted on his right to establish the position which 
he had taken. 

The president said the discussion was not in or. 
der according to the strict rules of parliamentary 
proceedings; but it had been the usual practice of 
the senate to permit such explanations as were ne- 
cessary to vindicate gentlemen in a course they 
thought proper to pursue. 

Mr. King said there was no rule to warrant the 
proceeding, and he regretted that the discussion 
should have arisen. But the senator from Georgia 
(Mr. Cuthbert) had made a statement which had 
been ealled in qnestion, and he had a right to justi- 
fy himself. No case had ever occurred in which 
this courtesy had been refused to a senator. In the 
ordinary business of the senate, it was necessary to 
enforée the rules of order, but in cases where ase. 
nator claimed a privilege of this kind, it was uni- 
formly accorded to him. 

Mr. Preston hoped the point of order would te 
withdrawn. It was due to the senator from Geor- 
gia that he should have an opportunity to put him- 
self right before the country. 

‘Mr. Phelps said an apology was perhaps due from 
him for making the point of order. He was absent 
at the time of the discussion. If be had supposed 
that the senator from Georgia considered himself 
implicated in any way, he should not have inter- 
posed. That senator, under the circumstances, had 
aright to be heard on that floor, and he withdrew 
the point of order. 

Mr. Cuthbert then desired the clerk to read an 
extract from a paper which he sent to the desk. It 
purported to be a metnorial, drawn up by a commnit- 
tee of which Mr. Webster was a member. The 
memorial expressed the opinion that congress had 
the power to prohibit the slave trade between the 
states. 

Mr. Cuthbert then animadverted upon the remark 
made by Mr. Clay, complimentary to Mr. Webster, 
and spoke of three great crisis in the history of the 
two gentlemen when they differed in opinion. The 
first crisis was the late war with Great Britain — 
Was there then any unity of action between the 
two senators? 

The next crisis was when the south undertook {o 
resist the oppressive tariff. The gentlemen had 
divided on that question. “The gentleman from 
Massachusetts had gone against the eompromise.— 
When it was compromise or war, that gentleman 
had sternly refused his assent to the measure. 

The third crisis was when the senators of the 
north were pressing the subject of abolition upon 
congress. ‘Then the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was opposed to the senator fromm Kentucky. When 
it was all-important to have a unanimous vote of 
the senate, the discordant voice of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was always heard in opposition 
to the majority. 

Mr. Clay regretted extremely that he had been 
called out in this way. The discussion of the other 
day had, he ventured to say, satisfied every mem- 
ber of that body, with the exception of the senator 
from Georgia. He agreed with the senator from 
Vermont (Mr. Phelps) that it was all out of order. 
There was no necessity to create an occasion for 
the discussion. The distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts was soon to be nominated to that 
body, and then would be the proper time to bring 
out all the opposition to him. But the senator from 
Georgia had appealed to the courtesy of gentlemen, 
and he (Mr. Clay) was not willing to refuse the re- 

uest. 
: No error could be greater than to judge of human 
character by a single act, a single sentiment or op!- 
nion. We were not to expect perfeet coincidence 
in every thing abstract and practical. 

Mr. Cuthbert here addressed the chair. 

Mr. Clay said: 1 cannot be interrupted, Mr. Pre- 
sident. I will not permit an interruption. The 
practice is much too common, and especially at the 
other end of the capitol. The senator from Georgia 
will have ample opportunity to reply when I have 
concluded. What was the question?—what the sub- 
ject of difference in the discussion? The senator 
from Georgia alleges that the distinguished genile- 
man from Massachusetts has expressed an opinion 
—in Faneuil, it was believed—that congress bad 
the power to regulate the trade in slaves between 
the states. On this subject great diversity of op! 
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nion exists. The power to regulate did not imply 


the power to prohibit. Congress possessed the 
ower to regulate foreign commerce, but it had no 
right to probibit it. ‘ 

But the senator from Georgia had adverted to the 
fact that he (Mr. C.) and his distinguished friend 
(Mr. Webster ) had agreed on some questions, and 
disagreed on others. Was there any thing unusual 
or singalar in that? The senator from South Caro- 
jina (Mr. Calhoun) and the senator from Georgia 
were now on the same side, had they always agreed? 
Was the gentleman from Georgia ever a nullifier? 
(Mr. Cuthbert said, no.} No. He (Mr. Clay) 
presumed there were many points of public policy 
on which those gentlemen differed. The only cor- 
rect method of judging was to take human nature 
in the tout ensemble, and not undertake to determine 
py a single instance. ; 

“The senator from Georgia had referred to three 
subjects in which he (Mr. Clay) had differed with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. The first was 
the late war with Great Britain. Mr. Wedster had 
rewarded that war as unnecesary, and in that Mr. 
Clay though he was wrong. But there was ano- 
ther war—a domestic war—a war waged by gen. 
Jackson against the prosperity of the country; and 
where stood the senator from Georgia in that war? 
The gallant Webster had contended for the people 
through this long war, with persevering ability, but 
the senator from Georgia was on the other side. 

In regard to the compromise act, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had been opposed to that heal- 
ing measure. But how was it with other senators, 
with whom the gentleman from Georgia was now 
co-operating? The senator from Missouri (Mr. 
Benton) and the senator from New York (Mr. 
Wright) both voted against the comprornise, but 
the gentleman finds no difficulty in acting with 
those gentlemen because they disagreed with him 
on that measure, 

As it regarded abolition, so far as he (Mr Clay) 
knew the opinions of Mr. Webster, he was just as 
much averse to it as the senator from Georgia him- 
self. That there was danger impending, no one 
would deny. The danger was in ultraism. The 
ultraism of a portion of the south on the one hand, 
and from abolition on the other. Itwas to be avert- 
ed by a moderate, but firm course; not being led off 
into extremes, on the one side, or frightened on the 
other. Mr. Webster and himself (Mr. Clay said) 
had differed on some subjects, had coincided on 
others; and the senator from Georgia might have 
referred to an instance in which he himself had 
voted with Mr. Webster, and in opposition to bim, 
(Mr. Clay.) He alluded to the tariff of 1824. 
The substance of the charge was, that Mr. Webster 
and himself (Mr. Clay) had agreed on certain mat- 
ters, and disagreed on others; and if the senator 
from Georgia should undertake to compute the se- 
veral agreements and disagreements, he would 
have to work out amore difficult problem than a 
friend of Mr. Clay’s in the other house, who had 
tried to ascertain whether Vermont or Kentucky 
was the banner state, 

Mr. Cuthbert said there was nothing in the re- 
marks of the senator from Kentucky that was 
worthy of reply. If the debate on the nomination 
of Mr. Webster was to be public, there would have 
been some force in what had been said on that point. 

Mr. Rives had not intended to take part in the 
discussion, but he desired to prevent the possibility 
of any misconstruction of the language he had 
used the other day. He had made no issue with 
the senator from Georgia in regard to the opinions 
of Mr. Webster. He had merely said that he knew 
nothing of those opinions, except what had been 
stated on the floorof the senate. He would take 
occasion to say, however, in relation to the proof 
which the senator from Georgia had produced, that 
there was nathing to connect Mr. Webster with the 
doctrines. ‘Phere was no evidence that he had 
written, sanctioned, or even seen the report. He 
(Mr. Rives) bad heard Mr. Webster, beneatii the 
rays of a souihern sun, in the presence of an in- 
telligent assemblage of Virginians, avow doctrines 
of the most patriotic and satisfactory character to 
the south. 

Mr. Rives then adverted to Mr. Van Buren’s 
vote in the New York legislature in 1820 in favor 
of a resolution asserting the power of congress to 
prohibit slavery in the new states. Apply therule 
Which the senator from Georgia has laid down, 
{said Mr. R.) and how stands Mr. Van Buren? Is 
he a northern man with southern feelings? Mr. R. 
hoped we should have no more such presidents. 
He wanted an American president, with American 
feelings, such as the man who was to be inaugurat- 
ed on the 4th of March. 

[There was a burst of applause from the gal. 
leries, which the president promptly rebuked and 
Suppressed, ] 








Mr. Rives then referred to the Mississippi ease 
now under consideration by the supreme court, and 
said Mr. Clay had raised his voice of argument and 
eloquence ayainst the restrictive regulations which 
Mr. Van Buren had voted in favor of. Mr. Wed- 





ster’s upinions, expressed in his great speech in re- 
ply to Mr. Hayne, concurred with those entertained 
by Mr. Clay. Subsequent occurrences, he said, 
had satisfied the minds of the south that Mr. Wed- 
ster’s views were sound on this subject. 

Mr. Preston stated the circumstances connected 
with the avowal of Mr. Webdster’s sentiments at 
Alexandria and Richmond, and said they had given 
him the liveliest satisfaction. He was glad to have 
had some personal agency in bringing out declara- 
tions so important to the south and the whole 
country. 

Mr. Walker made a speech of some length in 
defence of the constitution of Mississippi, which 
is involved in a case now before the supreme court. 

Some conversation took place between Mr. Bu- 
chanan and Mr. Preston, when, at the instance of 
Mr. Wright, the business was changed to the con- 
sideration of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, when the senate took a recess until 5 o’clock. 

Evening session. ‘The senate met at five o’clock, 
pursuant toadjournment. The bill making appro- 
priation for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
government was taken up in committee of the 
whoie, the question pending being the amendments 
proposed by the committee on finance to reduce the 
salaries and fees of public officers and agents—such 
as collectors of the customs, marshals, district attor- 
neys, postmasters, &c. &c. 

Mr. Wright explained the object of the commit- 
tee in offering the amendments. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, was opposed to consider. 
ing the subject of the reduction of salaries in an 
appropriation bill—a bill that all admitted to be 
absolutely necessary to be speedily passed. He 
was clearly of the opinion that the whole subject 
of the salaries of the officers should undergo revi- 
sion, and, in many cases, reduction; but he had no 
hesitation in saying that this was not the proper 
time and occasion to gointo the subject. It wasa 
work of time, and would require due deliberation 
and much consideration; it was a work for a com- 
mittee, who could obtain a full knowledge of the 
whole subject. When the work is done, it should 
be welldone. It should do ample and equal justice 
to the officers in the different sections of the union. 

Mr. Wright said he would suggest to the senator 
from Indiana to let the amendments first be acted 
on which were submitted by the cominitiee, and 
alter that a motion could be made to strike out. 

Mr. Phelps said the bill before them was merely 
an appropriation bill, and every senator must see 
the necessity that existed for its passage to meet the 
current expenses of the government. Here, how- 
ever, within forty-eight hours of the close of the 
session, was a proposition to connect with it the re- 
duction of salaries. It had been said that some sa- 
laries were too large. He was not prepared to say 
that such was not the fact; nay, he believed in some 
cases that it was true; but, in his opinion, it was 
not the time to act on them. The whole subject 
would require careful revision, and much caution 
in framing a bill soas to meet the subject as it ought 
to be met. The only practical thing was {o pass 
the appropriation biil, and reserve these matters 
until the next session, when they might all be 
acted upon with a view to the benefit of the com. 
munity. 

Mr. Benton thonght it utterly wrong that high fees 
and perquisites should be permitted in this country. 

Mr. Phelps thought it very extraordinary that 
gentlemen should just then think of a proposition 
toreduce expenses; this spirit of economy had come 
over them all at once as corporal Trim fell in love. 

Mr. Walker thought the bill defective. If he 
understood it the fees of the marshals would be 
limited to $6,000. If such were the fact no man 
in Mississippi could have held it for the last three 
years, nor would be able to hold it for the next three 
tocome. That officer in some instances had to pay 
out $50.000. . 

Mr. Henderson thought the difficulty might be 
obviated, if the word neli was inserted, 

Mr. Sevier thougit the bil! had better stand as it 
did. 

Mr. Southard was for the retention by postmasters 
of the proceeds of the boxes: he considered it a con- 
tract between postmasters and individuals. 

Mr. Buchanan took a different view; he thought 
that $5,000 was ample for the services performed 
by any postimaster— $2,000 for the emoluments of 
office, and the boxes limited to $3,000. These pri- 
vate boxes were as much a matter of convenience 
to the postimasters as to the individuals. He did 
not think there was any danger of money going into 


amounted to $6,000, the price would be reduced so 
as to make only $3,000, what was proposed to be al- 
lowed the postmasters on the item. 
Mr. Tallmadge argueé against going biindfola 
into this subject at the close of the session. He 
was for reducing officers to some fair and liberal 
standard, but not torush unadvisedly into measures 
that could not benefit the community. 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, thought $6,000 enough 
for any officer; it was as much as the chief justice 
of the United States received, or any head of a de- 
partment With regard to what had been said about 
postinasters neglecting the community, the intelli- 
gent population of the city of New York would soon 
rectify that matter. 
Mr. Preston said this was not the first time that 
the subject of boxes had been before the senate; he 
had voted against it before, and would do so again, 
on the same principle. He thought this whole step 
in the present case an invidious party business. 
arge emoluments had been enjoyed for the last 
twelve years, and why had they not heard of them 
before? He affirmed that the proposition about re- 
ducing the boxes to $3,000 was to make the govern- 
ment asleeping partner, to come in for a share of 
the profits with its own agents. 
Mr. Linn had voted to increase the salaries of the 
clerks and officers of the army and navy when all 
the necessaries of life were increased in price 
through an inflated medium, but now things wore a 
very different aspect, and a sense ofduty wonld com- 
pel him to vote for the reduction of the emoluments 
of all officers. Mr. L. occupied the floor for some 
time and went into several collateral matters touch- 
ing pledges of the administration, and in favor of 
the course pursued by general Jackson and his suc- 
cessor. 
Mr. Walker rose-to move an adjournment, when 
the vice president laid before the senate a letter 
from the president elect, informing the body that be 
was prepared to take the oath of office on the 4th of 
March. 
Mr. Preston immediately submiited a resolution 
appointing a committee of three, to be appointed by 
the chair, to receive the president elect. 
The vice president announced his intention of 
vacating his seat to-morrow in order to give an op- 
portunity for the election of a president pro tem. 

A motion was then made that when the senate 
adjourn, it adjourned to meet at 10 o’clock; which 
notion was carried. And the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday, Feb. 23. Mr. Galbraith moved to sus- 
pend the rules to enable hii to offer the following 
resolution: 

tesolved, That, from and after four o’clock this day, 
all debate in committee of the whole on the state of the 
union on the bill making appropriations for the sapport 
of government for the year 1541 shall cease, and the 
conimittee shall proceed to vote upon the amendments 
that may be at that time pending, or that may be of- 
fered to said bill, and shal! then report the same, with 
such amendments as may have been agreed to, to the 
house; and said bill shall then be the special order, and 
take precedence of all other business, until the same 
shall be disposed of by the house: Provided, ‘That 
nothing in this resolution shall prevent the commitice 
from reporting said bill to the house at an earlier hour. 

Mr. Fillmore asked Mr. Galbraith to extend the 
time one hour, so as to take up the bill to regulate 
the taking of testimony in cases of contested elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Galbraith assented, and modified his resolu- 
tion accordingly. 

The question was then put on suspending the 
rules, and there appeared in favor of suspending 
110; against it 19. And so the rules were sus- 
pended. 

And the resolution came fully before the house. 
The previous question was moved and seconded, 
and was put and carried. 

And the main question was then taken, that the 
house do agree to the resolution, and passed in the 
affirmative. f 

And so the debate on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of government for the year 
1841 will cease to-day at 5 o’clock, P. M. 

The house then again resolved itself into commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
nriations for the support of government (the civil 
list) for the year 1841; (Mr. Bellresuined the chair 
of the committee). 

The pending qnestion was on the appeal taken 
by Mr. Cave Johnson from the decision of the chair 
last evening. The amendment offered by that 
gentleman was not in order, on the ground-— 
first, that the subject was entirely different from 
that under consideration; and, secondly, that the 
amendment related to 4 ¢lass of officers for whom 
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Mr. Smith, of Indiana, rose and moved to recon- | 


sider the vote taken last evening on the proposilion 
of Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi. 

The chairman said that it was not in order to 
move to reconsider a vote in committee; the ques- 
tion would again come up in the house. 

And the question recurring, ‘‘shall the decision 
of the chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee?” 

The question of order was debated at considera- 
ble length by Messrs. Atherton, Clifford, Trilinghast, 
Banks, Underwood, Winthrop and Evereit. Atter 
which the chairman stated briefly the grounds of 
his decision. . 

Mr. Tilliaghast supported the decision of the 
chair in a short speech. 

And the question being then put, “shall the de- 
cision of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
cominittee?”’ it was decided in the affirmative with- 
outa division. So the decision of the chair was 
affirmed. 


Mr. Cave Johnson then offered the following 
amendment: 

“Provided further, That the district attorneys of the 
United States in and forthe several districts, the clerks 
and marshals respectively of the same, shall render an 
account quarter yearly, each and every year hereafter, 
to the secretary of the treasury, of all tees, emoluments 
and receipts of every name and nature whatever by 
them respectively received by virtue of said offices; 
which account shall be rendered upon oath or affirma- 
tion, and shall be in such form, and supported by such 
proofs as the secretary of the teasury in his judgment 
may prescribe for the purpose of enforcing the provi- 
sions hereinafier named: that is to say, if it shall ap- 
pear that the salaries, fees and emoluments, receipts 
and earnings of any of the said atturneys shall exceed 
the sum of $4,500, then such atiorneys shall pay such 
excess into the treasury of the U. States for the gene- 
ral purposes of government. And if the salaries, fees, 
emvuluments ur earuings of any ot the said clerks or 
marshals shall exceed $3,500, then the excess shall in 
like manner be paid into the treasury tor the purposes 
aforesaid. And if the salaries, earnings, fees and 
emoluments of any of the said marshals shall exceed 
the sum of $5,000, then such excess shall also be paid 
into the treasury for the purposes aforesaid.” : 

Mr. Cushing inquired of the chair whether this 
proposition was not substantially the same as that 
struck out last evening? 

Alter a few moments consideration, the chair- 
man said that he had not had time to examine the 
proposition minutely, but, from locking at it, he 
thought be saw that it was a proposition to insert 
as au ainendinent to the amendment of the gentle- 
nan from Mississippi, (Mr. Thompson), engrafted 
on the bill last evening, that portion of the original 
proviso which was struck out, almost in the very 
terms of the proviso. If that was so, it was not in 
order. 

Mr. Cave Johnson then offered the following 
ainendment to the amendment: 

**Provided, Vhat the fees and emoluments re- 
tained by the district attorneys, marshals and clerks 
shall, in no case, exceed, for the district attorney 
and marshal, or either of them, the sui of $6,000 
and those for each of the clerks shall not exceed, in 
any case, $4,500; the surplus of fees and emoln- 
ments to be paid into the public treasury, under 
such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by 
the secretary of the treasury, subject to the disposi- 
tion of congress.” 

Mr. Hunt submitted that this was precisely the 
saine proposition in principle as the proposition 
struck outlast night, which was, fixing a maximum. 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. Cuve 
Johnson, Evans, Wise, Curtis, Vanderpoel, Slanly, 
Granger, Graves avd Cushing. 

Mr. Crary then took the floor, and said that he 


desired to submit some observations, but that, if 


the committee were prepared to take the question, 
he was willing to yield his right to the floor. 

And the question having been put by the chair, 
Mr. Gentry rose, and was proceeding to make some 
remarks, but Mr. Crary claimed his right, and the 
debate was continued at greatlength by Myr. C. and 
by Messrs. Gentry, Alford, Thompson, of Miss. and 
Steenrod; (in explanation). 

[The whole debate was cirected mainly to ques- 
tions affecting retrenchment and reform, and the 
appropriate time and mode of carrying out the 
policy professed by the friends of gen, Harrison. | 

Alter which, Mr. Morgan moved to ainend the 
amendment by inserting a proviso that all the fees 
over $6,000 received by district attorneys, mar- 
shals, &c. for the last twelve years should be re- 
funded; but subsequently withdrew it, with the re- 
mark thal, as he supposed very little couid be ob- 
tained from the gentlemen who had held these 
offices curing (hat time, he would not press it. Mr. 
Morgan then moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting after the word “service” the words “ex- 
clusive of clerk bire.”?” Which motion was rejected. 








The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr, Cave Johnson, and, by ayes 93, noes 448, it 
was agreed to. 

The house then took a recess until 4 o’clock. 


Evening session, At 4 o’clock, Mr. Bell, the 
chairman of the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, resumed the chair, and called the 
committee to order. 

The chairman stated that the question before the 
committee was now on the motion of Mr. Hunt to 
strike out the entire proviso. : 

Mr. Fillmore asked if the amendments were not 
in lieu of the motion to strike out the proviso. 

The chair answered no; that the amendments had 
been made under the law of parliament, which per- 
mitted a proposition to be amended so as to make it 
as perfect as possible before the question be put on 
striking it out altogether. : 

Mr. Cave Johnson took the floor and spoke upon 
the subject of reforin generally, and as to his own 
course in particular, in relation to that subject, 
during the ten years he had served in congress. 

Messrs. Graves, Gentry and C. H. Williams, 
made frequent explanations during Mr. Johnson’s 
speech. Mr. J. had not concluded at 5 o’clock, 
wlien, under the order of this morning, the debate 
was arrested, and the committee commenced to vote. 

The question was t:.en put on striking out the 
entire proviso, as amended on the motions of Mr. 
Thompson, of Miss. and Mr. Cave Johnson. The 
house was counted by tellers, aiid there appeared 
for striking out 57, against it113. And so the pro- 
viso, as amended, stands. 

The item for the survey of the coast being under 
consideration, Mr. Crary moved to ainend the same 
by adding the following proviso: 

‘Provided, That $20,000 of the same shall be ex- 
pended under the direction of the president in making 
an hydrographical surveys of the lake coasts of the 
United States.” 

Mr. Curtis raised a question of order, on the 
ground that the amendment was precisely like a 
bill from the senate now pending before the house. 

The chair entertained the amendment, but upon 
a representation of Mr. Wise and other members, 
that the appropriation for the coast survey had been 
invariably confined to the Atlantic coast, he decid- 
ed that it was not in order. 

Froin this decision Mr. Crary appealed, but the 
house sustained the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
by inserting a proviso appropriating $30,000 for 
the continuance of the survey of the coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico, which was also negatived. 

Mr. Downing then moved an amendinent provid- 
ing for the arrearages of pay of the judge of the 
eastern district of Florida, which was ruled out of 
order, 

Various other amendments having been moved 
and disposed of. Mr. John W. Allen, of Ohio, mov- 
ed the following item: 

‘For furniture for the president’s house, of Ame- 
rican manufacture, so far as may be practicable and 
expedient, to be expended under the direction of 
tne president, in addition to the avails of the sales 
of decayed furniture, the sum of $6,000.” 

Mr. Alford inoved the following substitute: 

“That, for furniture for the president’s house, the 
president elect be authorised to sell the gold spoons 
and other such furniture as he way deem extrava- 
gant and unnecessary in the president’s house, and 
purchase with the proceeds of the sale thereof such 
furniture as he may deem proper and useful.” 

Mr. Duncan ingnired if there were any gold 
spoons in the president’s house. 

Mr. Lincoln said be did not know that there were 
gold spoons among the items of the president’s 
furniture. He had understood there were spoons 
called silver gilt spoons. 

Mr. Morgan desired to know by what authority 
Thomas ZL. Duncan, a son of a member, was em- 
ployed as page to the vice president. ‘The fact ap- 
pears by a report of the secretary of the senate of 
the 17th of Deceinber, 1840. 

Mr. Duncan denied that he had a son by that 
hate, 

Mr. Morgan said he was mistaken in the name. 
[t was Thomas 7' Duncan, and the son of the mem. 
ber from Ohio. He cannot deny that. 

Mr. Duncan made areply, but it was not dis- 
tinctly heard; he was understood to deny that the 
money had been paid to his son. 

The reading of an inventory of the president?s 
furniture was then called for, and objected to. 

And the question was put, shall the paper be 
read? and passed in the affirmative. 

The paper was then read, by which it appeared 
that the spoons were silver gill, that is, silver spoons 
gilt with gold. 

Mr. Alford then modified his substitute so as to 
say “silver gilt spoons” instead of gold spoons. 
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Mr. Graves inquired if the Mr. Noland who had 
given the certificate or paper which had been read 
was the whig gentleman spoken of a day or ty 
ago. 

Several members answered he was no whig. 

The question was then put on Mr. Alford’s 
amendment, and there were for it 61, against jt 66 

The question then recurred on Mr. Allen’s 
amendment. 

Mr. Wise inquired on what authority this appro- 
priation was asked for. 

Mr. Allen answered, on the authority of the com. 
missioner of public buildings. 

Mr. Keim said that he was a memberof the com. 
mittee on public buildings and grounds, and no. 
thing had passed between the commissioner ang 
that committee on the subject, and that Mr. Allen 
was uot a member of the committee. ~ 

Mr. Allen said that doubtless all was very truc 
which had been stated by Mr. Keim; he did not 
offer the amendment as a member of any commnit- 
tee; it had been usual, he believed, for some friend 
of an incoming president to make such motion 
and he, as the friend of gen. Harrison, had ofiered 
the amendment. 

Mr. Graves inquired of Mr. Keim, of the com. 
mittee on public buildings and grounds, why it was 
that that committee had not acted in the premises, 

Mr. Keim answered that if any thing had been 
more distinctly decided in the late contest than any 
other, it was the extravagance which had been 
practised in the president’s house; and it was for 
this reason that the committee had not recommend- 
ed any thing for the president’s household. 

Mr. Graves said it was then evident that there 
was political feeling in the question. 

He was here prevented from proceeding further 
under the rule which precludes debate. 

And the question was put on Mr. Allen’s amend- 
ment, and there were for it 90, against it 51. So 
the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Leonard, chairman of the committee on 
public buildings and grounds, moved the following: 

“For annual repairs of the capitol, attending fur- 
naees, water-closets, lamp lighting, oil, laborers on 
capitol grounds, tools, keeping iron pipes in repair, 
attending gates, gardener’s salary, and top-dressing 
plants, $7,582 50.” 

Mr. L. explained the amendment, and it was 
adopted, 

Mr. Leonard then proposed the following: 

“For annual repairs of the president’s house, 
gardener’s salary, horse and cart, laborers, tools, 
and amount due for repairs of furniture, $2,628.” 

Mr. Wise inquired if the salary of the president’s 
gardener was included. Mr. Leonard. Itis. Mr. 
Lincoln explained the amendment. 

After some further conversation between Mr. 
Wise, Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Slanly, as to the duties 
and the authority of the committee on the public 
buildings over the public grounds, the anendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Leonard moved the following amendment: 

“For completing back buildings, grading grounds, 
and cutting stone for the west portico of the new 
treasury building, and for materials, $11,188 44.” 
This was agreed to. 

Mr. Leonard also moved the following: 

“For fluting columns of the new patent office, 
finishing roof and stone work, and for materials, 
$7.750.” 

Mr. Wee inquired if the chairman could tell him 
how much this building had cost? 

Mr. Leonard said he could not, and then went on 
to explain the necessity of the amendment. The 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Leonard moved the following: 

“For enclosing new jail yard in the eity of Wash- 
ington, $5,000.” 

Messrs. Stanly, Everett, Leonard aud Thompson, 
of Miss. made some remarks on the amendment; 
after which, it was agreed to. 

Mr. Leonard moved the following: 

‘For the new general post office building, 100,000 
dollars.” 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. inquired how much this 
building was intended to cost? 

Mr. Leonard could not answer specifically, The 
building was erecting under contract; but he was 
not furnished with the particulars, 

Mr. Lincoln gave information on the subject. 

Mr. Barnard asked Mr. Leonard who made the 
estimate for $100,000 for the post office building? 

Mr. Leonard answered that the estimate was 
made by the architect, and was for 175,000 dollars. 
The committee had thought $100,000 would be 
sufficient for the present year, and had cut it down 
to thatsum. The amendinent was then adopted. 

Mr. Leonard inoved the following: 

“For the court house in the city of Alexandria, 
$3,000.” 
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Who had “Mr, Stanly said, if he remembered correctly, the | Said post office, and by reason of keeping a branch; Mr. W%se inquired if his motion for the previous 
een read committee on public buildings had reported last; post office in either of said cities, shall, in the ag- question would be considered the pending ques- 
Y OF two vear that this building had been completed within | gregate, exceed the sum of $3,000 in any one year, |tion. The chair answered it would. 
; ibe estimates. M1. Lincoln explained. such excess shail be paid to the postmaster general| And the house adjourned. 
hig. The amendment was agreed to; ayes 70, noes 55. for the use and purposes of the post office depart-| Wednesday, Feb. 24. Mr. Andrews,a member of 
Alford’s Mr. Leonard moved the following: ment. And no postmaster shall hereafler, under the committee of accounts, said he was instructed 
hst it 66, «For pay of stone cutters and other workmen on | any pretext whatever, have, receive, or retain for|by the comunittee to ask leave to submit a resolu- 
+ Allen’s the new treasury building and the new patent of- | himself, in the aggregate more than $5,000 per year, | tion to allow per diem pay to such members of the 
fice building, ot the sums allowed them by the including salaries, and commissions now allowed | house as were prevented from reaching the seat of 
1s appro- cowmission appointed by the president of the U. | and limited by law.” government by the first day of the present session 
States under the resolution of congress of the 20th} The amendment moved by Mr. Underwood, after} of congress, by reason of the great storm which 
the com. July, 1840, $12,923.” being read, was agreed to. raged for several days before and after that day. 
The resolution of the last session was read. The remaining items in the bill were then read;} Several members objected. Mr. Jones then call- 
the com. Mr. Clifford asked if this was not a proposition | and the bill was gone through with, when Mr. |ed for the special order on the bill making appropri- 
» and no. to pay for work never done. Thompson, of Miss. proposed the following: ations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of go- 
loner ang Mr. Leonard answered that the resolution which | “And for continuing the survey of the coast of|vernment for the year 1841. 
dr. Allen pad been read explained itself. the Gulf of Mexico, $20,000.” This bill was reported from the committee of the 
Mr. Stanly sent to the table to have read one of} The amendment was agreed to: ayes 73, noes 48. | whole on the state of the union last evening, at 9 
very true the certificates given under the resolution. Mr. Cave Johnson then renewed the amendment|o’clock, with anumber of amendments. Immedi- 
e did not Mr. Lincoln explained fully the nature of the| which he moved this morning, laying restrictions | ately upon which, the previous question was moved 
cominit- claims proposed to be provided for. on the amount of compensation of custom house of- | by Mr. Wise; which question was pending at the 
ne friend The amendment was agreed to; ayes 89, noes 42. | ficers, and which was then ruled out of order. He | adjournment. 
motion, Several items of the bill were then read and pass- | now moved it as a separate and distinct section. It was announced by the speaker; andona count 
1 offered ed over _. The chair again ruled the amendment out of order, | for asecond, a quorum did not vote; when Mr. Van- 
‘The items for salaries of ministers to Great Bri- on the ground that it had no relation to any clause | derpoel moved a call of the house; and the yeas and 
the com. tain, France, Russia, Prussia, Austria and Mexico, {or matter contained within the bill, The chair|nays were ordered on the motion, 
hy it wag was read; when Mr. Mallory moved to strike out: gave reasons at length for itsopinion. Mr. Johnson| They were taken, and the result was: for the call 
remises, «*Mexico,” for the purpose of sending a charge | appealed. 106; against it 42. 
had been d’atlairs to that republic, that being the grade of| Mr. Wise gave reasons to show that a precedent} A quorum being present, Mr. Morgan moved to 
than any mission sent to all the other South American govern- | relied upon in support of the amendment was not a/dispense with the call; on which the yeas and nays 
ad been ments. Mr. Evans opposed the amendment. case in point. The decision of the chair was aflirm- | were ordered. Mr. M. then withdrew the motion, : 
t was for Mr. Pickens explained the present state of our} ed without a division. And the réil was called, and 190 answered to their 
ym mend. negotiations or relations with Mexico, and suggest- Mr. Burke then proposed the following: names. : 
ed that it was best not to make the amendment. “And be il enacted, That the secretary of the trea-| Mr. Clifford moved that all further proceedings i 
nat there Mr. Maullory thought we had negotiated with |sury be, and he is hereby, authorised to pay out of | be dispensed with; which was agreed to. i 
Mexico long enough about claims, and it was not|any money in the treasury not otherwise appro-} The previous questiun was then secouded, and 
y further worth while to keep a minister there any longer. | priated, to the collectors, deputy collectors, naval | the main question was ordered to be put; and it i 
Mr. Wise thought this the best time to reduce | officers and their respective clerks, together with|was put, separately, on each amendment, and the ; 
> amend- the mission, as Mexico had no minister in this|the weighers, gaugers, measurers and markers of| nine first amendments were agreed to without oppo- ; 
51. So country. The amendment was adopted; ayes 81, | the several ports of the United States, the same sition. } 
noes 60. compensation for the year 1839 which they would} On the 10th amendment, which proposes to ap- 
iftee on Mr. Stanly moved to amend the item by striking | have been entitled to receive if the third section of| propriate $30,000 for the repairs of the Potomac 
lowing: out Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia and Aus- | the act of July, 1833, entitled ‘an act to provide for | bridge, in the city of Washington, the yeas and nays 
ling fur- tria, so as to have all foreign governments placed | the support of the military academy of the United | were called for by Mr. Davis, of Indiana, and were 
borers on on the same footing; that is, to send charges d’af-| States for the year 1838, and for other purposes,’ |taken. The result was as follows: yeas 115, nays 72. 
n repair, fairs to all of them. Mr. Vanderpoel asked for aj had continued in force during said year, subject to| And so the appropriation for the repair of the 
dressing division. the provisions and restrictions therein contained: | Potomac bridge was carried. 
The chair stated that the question could be di- | Provided, That this act shall apply to such officers; Several other amendments were then successively 
d it was vided, and the question would be first put on strik- | only as shall choose to avail themselves of its pro- |read, and agreed to. , 
ing out Great Britain, and on each of the nations | visions. And the amendment to the proviso in relation to 
¢ separately. ‘See. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the sec- | the compensation of district attorneys, marshals and 
3 house, Mr. Stanly said, if the question was to be taken | retary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, autho- | clerks, was read. 
$, tools, in detail, he would withdraw his motion. rised to pay to the clerks in the custom house at} Mr. Granger asked for a division of the question 
$2,628.” Mr. Vanderpoel then moved tostrike out Prussia. | Boston, out of any money in the treasury not other-|on the amendment, so that the question be first put 
esident’s After some remarks from Mr. Pickens, Mr. Vun- | wise appropriated, the arrears of their salaries from |on that part which establishes the fees of state courts 
is. Mr. derpoel withdrew the motion. 1832 to 1837,so as to make the same equal to what| or the fees of the attorneys, clerks and marshals of 
The item for compensation of charges d’affairs | they received in the last mentioned year, on the|the United States, and then on that part which fixes 
2en Mr. to the various foreign governments being read; Mr. |sawe principle as has been applied in the custom |the maximui of compensation for attorneys and 
1e duties Mallory, of Va. moved to amend it so as to include | houses at New York and Philadelphia. marshals at $6,000, and for clerks at $4,500 per 
e public a charge d’afiairs to Mexico, The amendment was} “Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sec- | annum. | 
endment agreed to. retary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, autho-| The speaker decided that, as the amendment was 
Mr. Paeckens suggested to Mr. M. to move an oul- jrised and required to pay to the clerks in the custom | to strike out a proviso in the bill, and to insert ano- 
ment: fit for the charge d’affairs to Mexico. house at Philacelphia, such sum of money as, with | ther in its place, the question, under the rule which 
grounds, Mr. Mallory said he would leave that for the ex- | the amount appropriated by the act of the 3d March, | prohibits the division of a question to strike out and 
the new tra session of congress. 1839, wil! make up the arrears of their salaries from | insert, could not be divided. 
i88 44.” Mr. Jones moved an amendment: 1832 to 1837, the sum to be so paid being firstas-} Mr. Bell stated the proceedings in committee, 
“For the payment of arrearages incurred in en-|certained by the proper accounting officers of the |and said the latter part of the amendinent was made 
forcing the neutrality laws on the northern and | treasury. in cornmittee as aseparate motion, and was a se- 
it office, northwestern frontier, $5,000.” The item was| “Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the secre-|parate and distinct amendment, and ought to have 
aterials, agreed to. tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, authorised | been so reported by the clerk; and the question to 
The item for transportation of the mail, 3,280,000 | and required to pay to Charles S. Jackson, deputy | concur ong!it now to be put as on distinet and sepa- 
tell him dollars, was read; when Mr. Morgan moved to in- | inspector in the custom house at Philadelphia, such | rate ainendments, 
crease the sum to $3,520,000. Messrs. Jones, Mor- | sum of money as, withthe amount already paid him| A short debate arose on the question of order, in 
went on gan and Holmes made remarks in relation to the jin the year 1838, will make his salary for that year| which Messrs Bell and Dromgoole advocated the 
t. The ainendinent; after which, it was rejected. $1,500.” right to divide, and Messrs. Wise and Bunks oppos- 
After the item for compensation to postinasters} Mr. Tiilinghast inquired if the amendment was | ed the division. 
had been read, Mr. Underwood moved the following /in order. ‘The chair ruled it cut of order. The chair, from the explanations given, now de- 
f Wash- proviso: Mr. Barnard moved the following: cided that there were two separate and distinct 
“Provided however, ‘That, in addition to returns “For continuing the improvement of the naviga- ‘amendments, and that the question must be put sepa- 
jompson, required to be made by postmasters, it shall be the | tion of the Hudson river, above and below Albany, |rately upon them, 
ndment; duty of the postmasters at New York, Boston, Phi- | 50,000 dollars, to be applicd as heretofore, under; Mr. Wise appealed on the ground that it was a 
ladelphia, Baltimore and New Orleans, and the | the direction of the secretary of war.” single amendment, and could not be divided. 
other several cities of the union, each and every | The chair ruled this amendment out of order. The clerk read the minutes of the proceedings in 
100,000 year hereafter, to render a quarter-yearly account} Mr. Vanderpoel moved the following: committee of the whole. 
to the postmaster general, under oath, in such form “And be it further enacted, That the sixth section| Explanations were made upon the subjeet by 
ich this as the latter shall prescribe, for the purpose of giv- | of the act making appropriations for the civil and| Messrs. Evans, Warren, Sell, Briggs and Wise. 
ing full effect to this proviso, of all emoluments or | diplomatic expenses of government for the year} And the question was put by yeas and nays on the 
y, The sutms by them respectively received for boxes or | 1833, by which it is inade lawful for the franking |appeal, and there were yeas 98, nays 89. And so 
he was pigeon holes, or other receptacles for letters or pa- | privilege to be exercised by each member of con- |the decision of the chair was sustained, and it was 
pers, and by them charged for to individuals; or for | gress for the period of sixty days before he takes | decided that there were two amendments. 
ject. the delivery of letters or papers at or froin any | his seat in congress unti] the meeting of the next| The question then reeurred, and was put, on so 
1ade the place in either of said cities other than the actual | congress, be, and the same is hereby, declared to|/much of the amendment as proposes to strike out 
uilding? post office of such city, and of all the emoluments, |mean the annual meeting of congress on the Ist|the original proviso contained within the bill, and 
ate was receipts and profits that have come to their hands} Monday of December in each year.”’ which is as follows: 
dollars. by reason of keeping branch post offices in either| The chair ruled the amendment out of order. ‘Provided, however, That the district attorneys 
ould be of said cities; and if from sach accounts it shallap-| The committee, then, (at 9 o’clock at night), |of the United States in and for the several districts, 
it down pear that the nett amount received by either of the | rose and reported the bill to the house, with the|the clerks and marshals respectively of the same, 
»pted. postmasters at either of said cities for such boxes | amendments agreed to. shall render an account quarter yearly, each and 
and pigeon holes and other receptacles for letters! Mr. Wise moved the previous question, And, |every year hereafter, to the secretary of the trea- 
xandria, and papers, and for delivering letters and papers at | before it was seconded, a motion was made to aq-|sury, of all fees, emoluments and receipts of every 
or from any place in either of said cities other than journ, name and nature whatever by them respectively 
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received by virtue of their said offices; which ac- 
count shall be rendered upon oath or affirmation, 
and shall be in such form, and supported by such 
proofs as the secretary of the treasury in his judg- 
ment may prescribe for the purpose of enforcing 
the provisoes hereinafter named: that isto say, if it 
dll apipest that the salaries, fees and emoluments, 
receipts and earnings of any of the said attorneys 
shali exceed the sum of dollars, then such at- 
torneys shall pay such excess into the treasury of 
the United States for general purposes of the go- 
vernment. And if the salaries, fees, emoluinents 
or earnings of any of the said clerks shali exceed 
dollars, then the excess shall in like manner 
be paid into the treasury for the purposes aforesaid. 
And if the salaries, earnings, fees and emoluments 
of any of the said marshals shall exceed the sum 
of dollars, then such excess shall also be paid 
into the treasury for the purposes aforesaid,”’ | 

And inserting that part adopted on the motion of 
Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, which is as follows: 

‘That herealter, in lieu of all fees, emoluments 
and receipts now allowed, it shall and may be law- 
ful for the United States clerks, attorneys, counsel 
and marshals, in the district and circuit courts of 
the United States in the several states to demand 
and receive the same fees that now are, or hereafter 
may be, allowed by the laws of the said states re- 
spectively where said courts are held, to the clerks, 
attorneys and counsel and sheriffs, in the highest 
courts of said states in which like services are ren- 
dered; and no other fees or emoluments, except 
that the marshals shall receive, in full for surmon- 
ing all the jurors for any one court, thirty dollars; 
and shall receive, for every day’s actual attendance 
at any court, five dollars per day; and for any ser- 
vices, including the compensation for mileage, per- 
formed by said officers in the discharge of their 
official duty, for which no compensation is provided 
by the laws of said states, respectively, the said 
officers may receive such fees as are now allowed 
by law according to the existing usage and practice 
of said courts ot the United States; and every dis- 
trict attorney, except the district attorney of the 
southern district of New York, shall receive, in ad 
dition to the above fees, a salary of two hundred 
dollars per annum.” 

The result was as follows: For the amendment 
176, against it 16. 

The question was then put on that part of the 
proposition moved by Mr. Cave Johnson, which is 
as follows: 

«¢ Provided, that the fees and emoluments retained 
by the district attorneys, marshals and clerks shall, 
in no case, exceed, for the district attorney and 
marshal, or either of them, the sum of $6,000; and 
those for each of the clerks shall not exceed, in any 
case, $4,500; the surplus of fees and emoluments to 
be paid into the public treasury, under such rules 
and regulations as may be prescribed by the secretary 
of the treasury, subject to the disposition of con. 
gress.”’ 

And passed in the affirmative, as follows: yeas 
136, nays 53. 

Several other amendments were then read, and 
agreed to, 

The following amendment Avas then read: 

«For arrearages for completing the custoin house 
in New York, $34,321 21.” 

The question on this amendment was decided by 
yeas and nays as follows: For the amencinent 91, 
against it 85. And so the appropriation was 

ranted. 

The following item of amendment was then read: 

‘For furniture for the custom house at New 
York, $8,000.” 

The question on this amendment was decided by 
yeas and nays as follows: For the amendment 75, 
against it 100. And s0 the appropriation was re- 
fused. . 

The item to appropriate $700 for the expenses 
incurred by the collector of New York in the exe- 
cution of the act for the remission of duties on 
goods destroyed by the great fire in Deceinber, 
1835, was read and agreed to; 76 to d4. 

Sundry other amendments as read were then 
agreed to. And the following item then came up: 

“For furniture for the president’s house, of Awne- 
rican manufacture, so far as may be practicable and 
expedient, to be expended under the direction of 
the president, in addition to the avails of the sales 
of decayed furniture, the sam of six thousand dol. 
lars.” 

Mr. Stanly asked leave to move an amendment 
to the ifem. 

Mr. Chapman objected. 

The question was then put by yeas and nays on 
the item reported from the committee of the whole, 
and there appeared yeas 90, nays 86. And so the 
appropriation for furniture for the president’s house 
was made, 














Just before the speaker announced the vote on 
this question, and after the roll had been called, 

Mr. Stanly said: Mr. Speaker, I wish to vote. I 
did not vofe when my name was called, because I 
was waiting for those who were in their seats, but 
did not vote. I see I shall waitin vain. I yote aye. 

The item for repairs for the president’s house, at- 
tending and keeping the grounds in order, pay of 
gardener, and repairs of furniture, $2,628, was read, 
and the yeas and nays were ordered upon it; but 
before they were taken, the hour for recess (24 
o’clock) arrived, and the speaker left the chair, and 
a recess was taken until 4 o’clock. 

Evening session. The speaker took the chair, 
and at 5 winutes past 4 a quorum not being in at- 
tendance, Mr. Andrews moved an adjournment, and 
the question was put by yeas and nays, and there 
appeared for the adjournment 4, against it 108. 

The house refused to adjourn, but a quorum did 
not vote. 

The speaker counted the house, and reported that 
156 members were now in attendance. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
under consideration when the house took recess for 
dinner, and which is stated above, and there ap- 
peared for the amendment 112, against it 49. 

Further amendments were then read and concur- 
red in—and the item of $3,000 for the new court 
house in Alexandria was read, and the yeas and 
nays were ordered upon it. The result was for the 
ainendment 105, against it 70. And so the three 
thousand dollars were granted. 

The following item was next in order, viz: 

‘For pay of stone cutters and other workmen on 
the new treasury building and the new patent office 
building, of the suins allowed them by the commis- 
sion appointed by the president of the United States 
utler the resolution of congress of the 20th July, 
1840, $12,923.” 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the amend- 
ment, and, being taken, it passed in the affirmative. 

Next came the amendment reducing the mission 
to Mexico from a full mission to a charge des af- 
faires, 

-On the question to agree to this amendment the 
yeas and nays were, yeas 86, nays 101. So the 
ainendinent was rejected, and the mission to Mexi- 
co remains a full mission. 

( Before the roll was called upon the motion for 
striking out the appropriation for a minister to 
Mexico, the previous question pending, Mr. Stanly 
asked to be excused from voting, and said he would 
assign his reasons. A question of order was raised, 
but Mr. 8. said he would assign his reasons, as he 
hadarighttodo, He then said, I ask to be ex- 
cused from voting because the chairman of the 
committee on foreign affairs (Mr. Pickens) told us 
last night that there was no reason that he was 
aware of why the mission should be reduced. He 


was opposed to it, and Mr. S. said the opinions of 


that gentleman on this subject ought to be respect- 
ed in this house. The chairman also told us, sir, 
that the executive did not concur in the propriety 
of reducing the mission at this time—that our rela- 
tions with Mexico were such as to require a full 
inission at present. For these reasons I have asked 
to be excused from voting: but not wishing to trou 
ble the house, | withdraw the motion, and will vote 
no. | 

Other amendments of the committee of the whole 
were then reported by the clerk and concurred in. 

And the amendment adopted on the motion of 
Mr. Underwood, (as above), relating to compensa- 
tion of postmasters, was then read. 

The question to agree to it was decided by yeas 
and nays as follows: For the amendment 152, 
against it 12. And the amendinent was adopted. 

The item appropriating $20,000 for continuing 
the survey of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico was 
read, and decided by yeas and nays as follows: For 
the appropriation 97, against it 87. The amend- 
ments being now gone through with—the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was read a third time forthwith 
by the title. 

And on the question shall it pass? it passed in 
the affimative. And so the bill was passed, and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. An adjourn- 
ment was then tnoved, (64 o’clock). 

The question was put and carried, and the house 
adjourned accordingly. 

Thursday, Feb. 25. As soon as the reading of the 
journal had been concluded, Mr. Chapman moved 
that the rules be suspended, and that the house zo 
into committee of the whole on the s te of the 
union and take up the bill from the senate to estab- 
lish an additional land office in Alabama. 

Some conversation here took place between the 
speaker and Mr. Briggs and several members, about 
an amendment to that part of the journal which sets 
forth the preceedings on that part of the appropri- 





———= 
ation bill which relates to the compensa'ion of dis. 
trict attorneys, marshals and clerks. No question 
was put on the subject. Whilst this conversation 
was going on—Mr. Crabb asked his colleague ty 
include in his motion the bill from the senate to 
annex the Cherokee territory in Alabama to the 
Coosa land district, and for the removal of the fang 
office of said district. Mr. Chapman assented. 

The speaker stated that the bill named by Mr, 
Crabb had not been read or committed. 

Mr. Chapman then varied his motion so as to jn. 
claude the reading the first and second time and com. 
mitment of the bill. 

And the question was put on the motion of Mr, 
Chapmanto suspend the rules for the purposes 
aforesaid, and there appeared yeas 64, nays 89. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved a suspension of 
the rules in relation to the routine of business, and 
that the house proceed to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the naval service, 

Mr. Lincoln asked Mr. J. to waive his motion for 
a few minutes that the house might take up and 
pass the bill reported a few days ago, to declare 
valid certain patents or deeds heretofore issued for 
public lands. ther 

Mr. Crabb asked Mr. J. to waive bis motion so 
as to afford the speaker an opportunity to clear his 
table of the great ammount of business which has ac- 
cumulated upon it. . 

Mr. Jones pressed bis motion, and the qnestion 
upon it was put, and carried without a count. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole oa the state of the union, and proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill making appropria. 
tions for the naval service for the year 1841. Mr, 
McKay, of North Carolina, was called to the chair 
of the committee. 

The bill was read throughout by the clerk, and 
the committee then proceeded to take it up item by 
item. 

The item “for increase, repair, armament and 
equipment of the navy, and wear and tear of vessels 
in commission, $1,425,000,” was read. 

Mr. Saltonstall! moved to increase the sum to 
$2.000.000. and gave, at some length, the reasons 
for the increase he proposed. 

The debate on this amendment was continued by 
Messrs. Jones, of Va. Evans, W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, and Profit. When the latter concluded, 
the house took its accustomed recess until 4 o’clock, 
P. M. 


Evening session. On the reassembling of the house 
the debate was continued by Messrs. Smith, of Ind. 
Mason, of Ohio, Cooper, of Georgia, Wise, Mallory, 
Hoffinan, Cushing, Vander poel, aud Smith, of Me. 
uotil 8 o’clock. 


Mr. Wise moved that the journal of the 24th inst. 
be amended in that part of it which sets out the 
























































proceedings on the division of questions on concur- » 


ring with the commiltee of the whole on the state 
of the union, on the amendments to the general ap- 
propriation bill, relating te the fees and compensa- 
tion of district attorneys, marshals and clerks. Be- 
fore the question was taken, the house adjourned. 

Friduy, Feb. 26. On the assembling of the house, 
the question occurred on the motion of Mr. Wise 
to amend the journal, made yesterday, just before 
adjournment. 

Upon this motion a debate of an hours’ continu- 
ance arose, mainly on the facts of the case, in which 
Messrs. Wise, Bell and Domgoole participated. 

The speaker, during the discussion, several times 
gave a statement of the facts as they occurred, and 
his views of the proper mode of showing them on 
the journal. 

Mr Morgan moved that the proposition to amend 
lie onthe table. ‘The yeas and nays were taken, 
and resulted as follows: To lie on the table 67, 
against it 97. The previous question was then 
moved, ordered, put and carried. And the question 
was put on the motion of Mr. Wise to amend the 
journal, and passed inthe affirmative; ayes 97, noes 
57. 


Mr. Andrews, from the committee of accounts 
by direction of the committee, asked leave to in- 
trodnce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of accounts be 1 
structed to allow the pay of all such members of this 
house as may have been unavoidably detained on thelr 
way to the seat of government at the commencement 
of this session, by the storm which occurred about that 
time, they having left their respective places of abode 
a sufficient time to have reached the capitol in time to 
have taken their seats on the first day of the session. 

Objection was made by several members. 

Mr. Andrews then moved to suspend the rules. 
They were suspended by a vote of two-thirds. The 
resolution then came fully before the house. 
was again read; when Mr. Andrews moved the pre- 
ose question. Which was ordered put and cat 
ried. 
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Mr. Dromgoole asked the yeas and nays. And, 
at his request, the rule was read which says that 
«no member shall vote on any question in the event 
ot which he is immediately and particularly inte- 
3? 
we Crabb asked to be excused from voting; 
eas 51, nays 94. The question was then taken on 
the passage of the resolution, and there appeared, 
yeas 100, nays 48. : : 
Mr. Banks rose, and with much feeling announc- 
ed to the house that Philip P. Barbour, a justice of 
the supreme court of the United States, died sud- 
denly at his lodgings at the seat of government, on 
the night of the 24th instant. After detailing the 
sublic and political history of the deceased, and 
speaking of his many social and private virtues, 
and of the loss his country, his family and his 
friends had sustained, Mr. Banks submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That this house have learned_ with deep 
sensibility the decease of the hon. Philip P. Barbour, 
for many years a member and late speaker of the 
house of representatives of the United States, and, at 
the time of his death, an associate justice of the su- 
preme court of the United States, which melancholy 
event took place suddenly in the city of Washington, 
on the 24th of February instant; and that as a_ mark of 
the respect entertained for the memory of the deceased, 
this house will adjourn at two o’clock, this day, for 
the purpose of attending the funeral of the deceased, 
and will, at 4 o’clock of the same day, reassemble ia 
the hall of the house for the despatch of the public bu- 
aM, Wise concurred in every thing that was said 
by Mr. Banks of the talents, the virtues and the 
worth, public and private, of judge Barbour, and 
his feelings were deeply affected at the loss his 
friends and his country had sustained—but a mighti- 
er than he had fallen, and no such notice of his 
death was taken. He alluded to the illustrious John 
Marshall, chief justice of the saine court. He could 
not vote for honors to the memory of judge Bar- 
bour which had not been bestowed on the memory 
of chief justice Marshall. He asked his colleague 
to withdraw the resvlution, and content himself with 
the annunciation of the decease of the judge. 

Mr. Banks spoke a few words in reply, which 
were not heard at cur desk. 

Mr. Stanly asked Mr. Banks to modify his resolu- 
tion so that the house adjourn immediately, instead 
of 2o’clock. Mr. 8S. implored that there be no de- 
bate on this resolution. 

The question was then put, and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Lincoln asked the house to devote a few 
minutes to the bill to make valid defective land pa- 
tents, 

No objection was made, and the bill was taken 
up. Mr, Lincola called the previous question. The 
bill was then read, 

Mr. Crabb desired to propose an amendment, and 
asked Mr. Lincoln to withdraw the previous ques- 
tion to enable him to do so, promising to renew it 
a(ter the question on his amendment should be de- 
cided. 

Mr. Lincoln could not accommod:te his friend. 

The bill was then ordered toa third reading—was 
read the third (imine, passed, and sent to the senate 
for concurrence. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved that the house again 
go into cominittee of the whole on the bill making 
appropriations for the navy for the year 1841. 

Mr. Fillmore begged that the hour which remain- 
ed before the recess be devoted to the bill to pro- 
ye for taking testimony in cases of contested vlec- 

ions. 

Mr. Russell begged thatthe hour be devoted to 
private bills. The question was put on Mr. Jones’ 
motion, and it prevailed—75 to 49. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill. Mr. McKay, of North 
Carolina, was again called to preside over the deli 
berations of the committee. 

The debate was continued on the subject of the 
navy generally by Mr. Marvin and Mr. Saltonstall 
until two o’clock, when the committee rose, and 
the house adjourned to attend the funeral of the ho- 
norable judge Bai bour, deceased, late of the supreme 
court, 

Evening session. At four o’clock the house reas- 
Sembled its session in committee~of the whole on 
the state of the union on the navy appropriation bill. 
Speeches were made by Messrs. Weiler, Floyd, 
Leadbetier, Dawson, Hawes and Wick—the latter 
Geutleman spoke at large upon various subjects 
Connected with the navy, and when he concluded 
the coninittee rose, and then the house adjourned, 

Saturday, Feb. 27. Mr. Jones said this was the 
last day, according to the ruies, that the house 

could send to the senate any bill of its own which 
ad not previously passed and been to the senate 


/ 





and returned with amendments. He therefore, 
moved to suspend the rules proscribing the routine 
and priority of business, so far as relates to the 
several appropriation bills now pending before the 
house. 

The speaker suggested that the better way would 
be to confine the motion to the bill for the navy. 

Mr. Jones assented, and modified his motion ac- 
cordingly, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Evans renewed the amendment moved in 
committee of the whole by Mr. Saltonstall, to 
amend the item appropriating $1,425,000 for in- 
crease, repair, armament and equipment of the navy, 
and wear and tear of vessels, by striking out 
$1,425,000, and inserting ¢2,000,000. 

And the question was taken on this amendment 
by yeas afd nays, and resulted as follows: for the 
amendment 94; against it 80. 

So the amendment was adopted, and the appropria- 
tion was fixed at $2,000,000. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was read 
the third. time and passed, and sent to the senate. 

The bill contains appropriations amounting to 
$5,826,738. 

Mr. Jones moved a further suspension of the rules 
as to the order of business, and that the house pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill inaking appro- 
priations for the army. 

The motion was agreed to; and the house resolv- 
ed itself into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, and proceeded to the consideration of 
that bill. Mr. Cushing was called to preside over 
the committee. 

The bill was read throughout forinformation. It 
was taken up item by item. 


Wher the clerk came to the item— 

“For continuing the military road on the western 
frontier, $5,000,”” Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved to 
insert the following item: 

“For the continuance of the Cumberland road 
through the states of Indiana, Obio and Lllinois, to 
be equally disbursed among said states, and to be 
subjected to all the restrictions and limitations of 
foriner appropriations, $300,000.” 

Mr. Jones objected to the amendment as out of 
order, 

Mr. Davis said, if Mr. Jones would waive the 
question of order, and let the question be taken on 
his motion, he would not say any thing upon the 
subject; but if the objection on the score of order 
was pressed, he should be compelled to enter upon 
its support. 

Mr. Profit took the same ground, and urged ear- 
nestly the necessity of the appropriation. 

Mr. Jones insisted on the question of order, and 
said that separate bills had heretofore been passed 


—— 


principally on the ground that the Hudson river 
was a great national thoroughfare, and, as such, 
indispensably necessary in the transportation of 
troops and every thing else connected with the de- 
fences of the country. He adverted to appropria- 
tions already made for the improvement of the na- 
vigation of this river, amounting to . He 
also insisted that his amendment came within the 
principle set by the chair in the case of the amend- 
inent moved by Mr. Davis, of Indiana, for the 
Cumberland road. 

The question was then put, and the decision of 
the chair was sustained without a count. 

Mr. Moore, of Louisiana, moved to amend the 
bill by inserting, after the appropriation for ‘‘arse- 
nals,” these words: 

‘And for removing the obstructions in Red river, 
under the instructions of the secretary of war, in 
order to open the communication with and furnish 
supplies to Fort Towson.”’ 

And to increase the appropriation by adding 
$40,000 thereto for this purpose. | 

Mr. Galbraith objected to the amendment as out 
of order. 

At the request of Mr. Moore, the report of the 
secreiary of war, showing the necessity of the im- 
provement of Red river as a means of supply- 
ing the military posts on the western frontier with 
provisions and other supplies, was read. 

After the reading of this document, Mr, Gal- 
braith withdrew his question of order. 

Mr. Hopkins renewed it. 

Mr. Pope, ina few words, clearly and forcibly 
illustrated the necessity of the appropriation, both 
in a military and comime:cial point of view. He 
was well acquainted with the river and the country, 
(having been governor of Arkansas many years 
while it was under a territorial government). 

Mr. Hunt also objected to the amendment as ont 
of order, on the ground on which the amendment 
proposed by him for the Hudson river was ruled 
out of order. 

The chair ruled the amendment out of order. 


Mr. Moore appealed, and addressed the house on 
the appeal, in which he forcibly exhibited the ne- 
cessily of the appropriation; butof ils appropriate- 
ness in this place, he took the ground, particularly, 
‘hat it was one of the contingencies necessary to 
carry on the purposes and business of the govern- 
mnent, 

Mr. Cross considered the amendment intimately 
connected with the defence of the country, and en- 
tirely within the rule, and, consequently, in order. 
He also showed the indispensable necessity for the 
inprovement of this river, in consequence of the 
great number of Indians placed on its upper wa- 
ters by the government, and the consequent con- 





for this road. 

Mr. Casey thought the chairman of the committee 
of ways and means was mistaken as to a fact; that 
the Cumberland road had often been provided for 
in this way—that is, by way of ainendment to other 
bills. 

The chair decided that as the Cumberland road 
had been constiucted under the superintencence of 
the war department, in the various discussions 
upon it, its advantages as a military road had been 
always urged as a reason for its construction, ex 
tension and repair; and as appropriations for it had 
heretofore been incorporated in other bills, he de- 
cided the amendment was in order. 


Mr. Montgomery appealed from this decision of 
the chair. 

And the question on the appeal was put, the 
house was counted by tellers, and the decision of 
the chair was sustained: ayes 85, noes 51. 

The question was then put on the amendinent of 
Mr. Davis by tellers, and there appeared for the 
appropriation 78, against it 85. And so the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. Hunt moved to insert the following iter: 

“For continuing the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Hudson river, above and below Albany, 
the suin of $100,000, to be expended as heretofore, 
ander the direction of the secretary of war.” 

Mr. Clifford objected to it as not in order. 

Mr. Hunt advocated the amendment on the 
ground that the Hudson river was a great military 
thoroughfare, and stated that if this river had been 
improved before the last war more money would 
have been saved than would remove all the ob- 
structions which exist in it to navigation. 

The chair, under the 50th rule, which provides 
that ‘no motion or proposition on a subject diffe- 
rent from that under consideration shall be admitted 
ander color of amendment,” decided that the 


in the biil of an anaiogous character. , 
Mr. Hunt appealed, and supported the propriety 
of his proposition as an amendment to this bill, ; 


stant danger arising therefrom to the western fron- 
tier. 

Mr. Underwood begged gentlemen to abstain, at 
this late period of the session, from unnecessary or 
protracted debate. : 

The chair here recapitulated his reasons why the 
amendment was not in order, and put the question 
on the appeal; and the decision of the chair was 
sustained, and the amendment was consequently 
voted out of order. 


Mr. Grinnell moved to insert the following item, 
to come in after the item for arsaament for fortifi- 
cations: 

“For the purchase or manufacture of repeating 
fire-arms, under the direction of the secretary of 
war, $7 500.” 

Mr. Waddy Thompson suggested the propriety 
of changing the wording of the item by using the 
words *Colt’s repeating fire-arms.” 

Mr. Grinnell accepted the suggestion, and modi- 
fied his amendment accordingly. 

Mr. Thompson further suggested that the appro- 
priation be increased to $20,000. 

Mr. Grinnell did not accept this suggestion. 

Mr. Thompson then moved it as an amendment, 
and supported his motion by referring to a senate 
document, which showed that the arms of Colt had 
been fully tried and compared with Hall’s; five men 
in five minutes had fired 380 times, with more ac- 
curacy than with Hali’s, and without the slightest 
accident. Mr. T. added the testimony of col. Har- 
ney warmly in its favor, after personal experiment. 
He explained the general constructicn of these 
arms, and dwelt on the expediency of introducing 
them into the service of the army. He moved 
$10,000 of the popes appropriation for the con- 
struction of the bomb cannon invented by Cochran, 
and stafed the report of a naval officer in its favor, 


the | after full trial of it. The moment the inyention was 
amendment wag not in order, as there waSnothing | 


presented to the British admiralty board, they had 
seized upon it, and Mr. Cochran was now under 
contract tualarge amount for the supply of this 
species of cainon. 

































































































1m ame 
se Mian oat a 


ON RR mas eget 
Fae 8 ety Br a ar wee be a 















































































































































































APY ote ae ee SF 


-eeeded. The chair decided that the amendment 


his opinion, but Mr. 8. now agreed with him, save 


14 _ NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 6, 1841—-CONGRESS. 








Mr. Dromgoole objected to the amendment on the 
ground that, as the bill had been gone through with, 
it was not in order to go back to make amendments’ 
that the bill must be amended as the committee pro- 


was in order. 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, referred to the competition 
between different inventors of repeating fire-arms; 
he wished the door to be open to them all. The 
gentleman from 8, C. was once strongly opposed 
lo all repeating fire-arms; he had suddenly changed 


in being willing to give the patronage of go- 
vernment exclusively to one individual. Another 
invention by Nutting had been urged in another part 
of the capitol as superior to Colt’s rifle, and a re- 
port in its favor had been made by the same board 
of officers who had testified in tavor of Colt’s.— 
The revolving apparatus of Colt’s arms easily got 
out of order, and the army in Florida had lost an op- 
portunity of shooting one of the most distinguished 
chiefs of the Seminole Indians owing to this very cir- 
cumstance. Mr. 8. remonstrated warmly against 
any action vf congress in favor of one inventor to 
the exclusion of ali others. Let all be tried and the 
sabia authority decide. He was willing to be li- 

eral, but was against all exclusive patronage. He 
yielded the floor to Mr. Thompson who modified his 
amendment so as to omit the word *Colt’s.”” He 
then read several documents in favor of Colt’s re- 
peating pistols and muskets, and further urged the 
importance of his amendment, 

r. Smith resumed, 

Mr. Alford called him to order on the ground that 
Mr. Smith had spoken once already. He hoped the 
gentleman would not fire at the house on the prin- 
ciple of Colt’s repeating arms. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. Smith said he still retained the floor, The 
gentleman from Georgia had not kept his eye steady 
on his musket, or he would have taken better aim. 

Mr. Alford said he could shut both eyes and hit 
the gentleman from Maine. 

r. Smith said he could not say the same, for he 
might as well fire at nothing as at the gentleman 
from Georgia. [A laughter. ] 

Mr. S. then proceeded to read a report in favor of 
Nutting’s rifle; disclaiming, however, all invidious 
distinciions; all he asked was that the door be kept 
open alike to all. 7 

Mr. Wise remonstrated on the consumption of 
time, and said he would not give a farthing for the; 
whole of both inventions. 

Mr. Dromgoole spoke to order. 

Mr. Monroe congratulated Mr. Wise on his zeal 
against tlhe waste of time, and hoped his example 
would enforce his doctrine. 

Mr. Kemble made some remarks, scarce heard, 
but understood to be in favor of Colt’s rifle. 

Mr. Banks replied to Mr. Dromgoole. 

Mr, Coles opposed the amendment, and referred 
to areport of the secretary of war against repeating 
arms, or other new inventions, until thoroughly 
tried. 

The question being now taken, Mr. Thompson’s 
ainendment was rejected, as was also the original 
ainendment moved by Mr. Grinnell. 

Mr. Jones moved to amend the bill by adding a 
further section, as follows: 

“For preventing aud suppressing hostilities in 
Florida, to be expended under the direction of the 
secretary of war, confortnably to the acts of congress 
of the 19th March and 2d July, 1836, and the acts 
therein referred to, viz: 

“For forage, tor freight or transportation of mili- 
tary supplies of every description from the places of 
purchase to Florida; for the purchase of wagons and 
harness, of boats and lighters, and other vessels, of 
horses, inuies and oxen, to keep up the trains, of 
tools, leather and other materials for repairs; for 
transportation within Florida, including tue bire of 
steainboats and other vessels for service in the ri- 
vers and on the coasts, and the expense of maintain- 
ing the several steamboats and transport schooners 
connected with the operations of the army; for hire 
of inechanics, laborers, mule drivers, teamsters and 
other assistants, including their subsistence; for ! 
miscellaneous and contingent charges, and for ar- | 
rearages in 1840, $1,061,816.” 

Mr. J. supported the amendment as being autho- 
rised by the committee of ways and means. The 
reasons on which it rested were that, at the com- 
mencement of this year, there were arrears, to the 
amount of $661,816 due on the expenditures of the 
Florida war. The remaining $400,000 were to meet 
charges which might have accrued since the Ist of 
January last. The committee had before it esti- 
mates toa much larger amount. Mr. J. bere read 
an estimate from-the war department for the ratsing 
of a corps in Florida of 750 mounted men and 250 
foot; but the committee doubted the authority of 





existing laws fur the raising of these troops. These 


could nut come under the act of 1795 for calling out 
the militia, but would be an addition to the standin 
army of the United States. The committee ha 
therefore rejected the estimates for these troops.-— 
The $460,000 in the amendment would pay and 
maintain 1,000 men as long as they would probably 
be needed in the Florida service. Mr. J. said he 
had the highest respect for estimates from the exe- 
culive departments, but the committee were con- 
strained to decline reporting these, Buta few days 
since, congress had appropriated $100,000 for such 
of the Seminoles as were willing toemigrate. We 
had already 4,500 of the regular troops of the Unit- 
ed States now in Florida. 

Mr, Evans moved to strike out the sum mention- 
ed by the chairman, and insert the sum asked by the 
department. The $100,000 could not be apphed te 
the warin Florida, but was for the removal of war- 
riors who came in.. Early in this session the secre- 
tary had asked for $2,300,000, but, as the prospects 
of peace were more favourable, the secretary had re- 
duced his estimates to $1,666,000. Over $600,000 
of this was due for arrears; this the chairinan was 
willing to allow, but instead of $1,005,000 for which 
the secretary asked, the committee gave only 
$400,000, on an examination of the military laws. 
Mr. E. found himself ina strange position, viz: that 


of detending the administration and the president of 


the United States against the charge of his friends. 
Mr. E. here insisted that the calling out of a corps 
of mounted men, as proposed by the secretary, was 
not in violation of law. The secretary did not pro- 
pose to call out such a force; he had them already. 
They were in part the ‘‘sedentary militia,’’ called 
out for 3 months, and then for 3 months more, and 
then for 3 months again. The pay of this whole 
force was now due and was payable since Novem- 
ber last. The force was now in service and must 
be paid. Mr. E. would not say there had not been 
any violation of law; the president and secretary 
thought there had not; the troops had been raised, 
and if not paid now they must be hereafter. If the 
chairman thought it a violation of law, how would he 
report an appropriation to pay for it? These ar- 
rears, ifnot paid now, would fall on the coming ad- 
ministration. Citizens of Alabama, Georgia and 
Florida had been invited to enter this corps and had 
done so, and had served. Were they not to be paid? 
Mr. E. held Mr. J. to his own doctrine, urged yes- 
terday; these estimates were from those charged 
with these duties, and if we could not trust their 
estimates, what could we trust? 

The secretary had screwed down the estimates to 
the very lowest point; the question of their applica- 
tion was a different matter; it belonged to congress 
to appropriate; if the money was wrongfully eim- 
ployed, let those who did it, be answerable for 
it. Mr. E. urged the wants of the quartermaster’s 
department in Florida, and the sufferings of the 
army for want of adequate appropriations, and 
hoped congress would not risk the prolongation of 
the war for want of the supplies asked by the de- 
partment. 

Mr. Jones replied, repelling the intimation that 
he had charged the president and secretary with a 
violation of the constitution and laws. ‘The com- 
inittee were not military men; they entertained 
great doubt of their authority in an appropriation 
bill to authorise a provision for the raising of a body 
of mounted men. Congress had deemed it neces- 
sary to provide a law before this could be done. 
Mr. J. insisted that the force now in the field was 
amply sufficient, and denied the necessity of more 
money than the committee proposed to appropriate. 

Mr. Mason dwelt on the authority of the estimates 
from the war departinent, and necessity of ena- 
bling the department to carry out its plans. The 
chairman had opposed this on the ground of a doubt 
of the president’s authority to call out a particular 
description of troops, and asked the house of re- 
presentatives to act onAts doudt, disclaiming, at the 
saine time, all military knowledge, and urging no- 
thing but his doubt and the committee’s doubt. 
The supplies had been furnished, the service per 
formed, yet the chairman refused to appropriate for 
what was actually due, on no better reason than a 
doubt of one gentleman in this house. Was his 
doubt of more weight with the house than the deli. 
berate judgment and plans of the highest military 
functionaries of the governmeni? ‘The chairman 
denied having made any charge against the prest- 
dent or the secretary of war; but witb great bumili- 
ty suggested his doubt. Yet he was willing to ap- 
propriate for a portion of the debt thus unconstitu- 
tionally incurred, thereby surrendering the principle 
of his doubt, and still asking the house, on the 
ground of that doubt, to set the estimates of the de- 
partment aside! 

Mr. M. had voted five millions at a time for this 
Piorida war; and yet now, when the war seemed 
drawing to i's close, gentlemen were for throwing 





ee 
overAhe expenditures dae on a future administrs’ 
tion. Mr. M. was opposed to this; it was neit) 
just nor wise; it was bad principle and bad plies 
The subject had never been subinitted to the Pr 
tary committee; yet, on the donbt of a man wie 
disclaitned all pretentions to military knowlede. 
the house were to refuse what was asked by a d. : 
partment as necessary. The chairman thoucht ,,, 
could get along with $400,000; no doubt of jj. rh 
we could if but one dollar should be appropriated. 
the government would not be dissolved, unless the 
Seminoles made their- way to Washington, and took 
control of the departments. When it suited ¢), 
chairman he could rely implicitly on estimates: ‘ee 
when it did not, then he was for setting them 
aside. This abdication of executive authority wa, 
suspicious; there were opposite extremes of {o}).- 
This money must be paid, and would be; and eyery 
gentleman here knew it would, in spite of the doubts 
of the chairman. The soldier must get his pay 
and the farmer must be paid for his forage, and the 
contractor for his pork; the nation would not bo 
blinded as to the design of casting burdens on t). 
coining administration, and they would see this 
matter in its true light. 

Mr. Downing got the floor; when the hour of re. 
cess arriving; the house took recess accordingly. 

Evening session. Mr. Downing said he wos 
bound in duty to his constituents to explain certain 
facts in which they were deeply interested. He 
ha rather enter into a small Indian skirmish thay 
address the committee at this late hour. Recom. 
mendations had been made to appropriate $100,049 
to close the Seminole war by treaty, but this was 
not the first effort to bring the war to an end by 
treaty. As far back as 1837 general Jesup told con. 
gress that the war was closed, and nothing could 
rouse it up again but the interference of the people 
of Florida to recover their slaves. They did not 
interfere, and yet the war continued. So in 1839, 
the military force was withdrawn on the same per- 
suasion. Mr. D. predicted that the same delusion 
would occur again. The Indians were treacherous, 
and could never be relied on. Tigertail, after sign. 
ing the treaty, bad made his escape, and carried of 
one of the pacificators with him. 

Mr. D. urged strongly the necessity of a state of 
preparation. The chairman of the committee on 
his mere motion had reversed the estimates of the 
war departinent, and that gentleman’s fiat was the 
fulcrum on which the action of this house turned. 
When it was an object of party to make a show of 
economy, the most necessary appropriations were 
razeed; and now he came iu with a clause for ar- 
rearages to cover inore than half of what should 
have been appropriated last year. There was every 
yeara large item of arrears. Either gentlemen 
could not calculate or they wished to deceive the 
people. The Florida war was not ended. Every 
account from that country about surrenders for 
einlgration was accompanied by accounts of cruel 
murders. When a camp of over one hundred men 
had been surprised, and escaped by an order from 
general Armistead, the very same men afterwaris 
inurdered Mrs. Montgomery. It was vain to hope 
to cluse the war without further fighting. Mr. D. 
had risen to warn the country of the game now play- 
ing—to give his soleinn opinion that an effort was 
inaking to induce the country to believe the war 
was ended, with a full knowledge that the faci was 
otherwise, that all the odium of its breaking out 
anew might be cast on the new administration. It 
behouved this congress to furnish the new adimiuls- 
tration the means to bring it fully and effectually to 
a close, 

Last session a bill had been rejected fora force 
of 1,500 men. Notwithstanding, the secretary, by 
his own volition, called that corps into service, 
against law, uot for the purpose of fighting, but to 
remain sedentary at home. The secretary admitted 
that he had no authority to raise this corps withovt 
an express act of congress; yet he had called them 
out on his own authority, and put them under the 
command of governor Read, under the militia laws 
of Florida, which applic d only to Florida militia not 
in the service of the United States. These militia 
had not even been razeed by the chairman, bu: al 
appropriation was called for to pay them. Wh)y 
were not the militia of Florida included? cilize 
soldiers called out to fight, not to vote—to fight 1n- 
dians, not to raise potatoes—to march, and not '0 
remain at home. Mr. D. inveighed against ihe 
distinction as odious. ‘These men had been caile¢ 
out merely to affect the last election. Show him 
their services; the Indians they had slain; the “°° 
men an children they had defended. While order- 
ed to remain at home they were furnished wil! 
horses at government expense; to ride, he su)- 
posed, from their houses to their potatoe patclie*: 
When the militia who had been six months in hat 
service had never been able to obtain a dollar’s p*)) 
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these sedentary militia had hundreds of thousands 
of dollars reported for their pay. Mr. D. alluded 
to the Florida bonds to the amount of $500,000, 


existence; had raised armies and fed them, and de- 
fended themselves from the hostile foe; and con- 
tended that the government was in justice bound to 
repay this money; he had introduced a bill for the 
urpose, but-he could not hope for its suceess. He 
asked the chairman if it was fair for the mere sake 
of a political object to trammel the coming ad- 
ministration in conducting this war. It had been 
the advice of Clinch and Scott and Jesup to over- 
whelm Florida with troops, to illuminate every tree 
with the fire of musketry, and search every ham- 
mock and everglade. This he believed the only 
way to bring this war toa close; and was it fair to 
cripple the government in attempting it? Mr. Jones 
explained. ‘ ¢ : 

Mr. Downing protested against charging Florida 
with the accoutrements and pay of the troops em- 

loyed; for this they must pay even in peace. So 
$100,000 was all the money appropriated. If gen. 
Butler should be charged with the service, he would 
find the sum very insufficient. As to these seden- 
tary milita, they were called out quarterly—every 
three months. The secretary’s duty, if he called 
out the militia, must be to call them out as organiz- 
ed by the state or territory to which they belong- 
ed: if on horseback, they must be used on horse- 
back; if, on foot, on foot. 

Mr. D. insisted that the war could never be clos- 
ed by foot soldiers. “he physical face of the coun- 
try rendered it impossible for a white man to follow 
Indians on foot over the deserts of Florida. The 
Indians would destroy Bonaparte’s army, if only 
thus organized. The Indians had better rifles, and 
understood the Parthian fight ina way to which 
our soldiers never could attain, as an attacking 
force. He entreated gentlemen to remember that 
their responsibility lasted only five days longer: 
was any provision made for that force, (the best in 
Florida), which carried the war up the rivers and 
streams into the interior? The naval force on the 
coast had done essential service in protecting the 
coast from the population of the smail islands around 
and the neighboring foreign nations. He paid a 
merited compliment to the bravery and enterprise 
of col. McLaughlin; and admitted that the secreta- 
ry of the navy had fully done his duty, and entitled 
himself tothe lasting gratitude of the people of Flo- 
rida. 

Mr. D. had now fulfilled his duty by warning the 
government that there would be no peace, but, on 
the contrary, murders. He asked if, with signs 
like such as had recently occurred in that territory, 
any man of common sense could hope for peace? 
And said, ifthe war was not closed, it would soon be- 
come ascene in comparison to which hell might be 
preferred. He inveighed against the parsimonious 
spirit which had pervaded the whole system of ma- 
nagement of this war, and Jaid the consequences at 
the door of the administration. If the proper means 
should be placed in the hands of the coming admi- 
nistration, he should begin to hope that at length 
the dawn of peace had broken. 

The question was now called on the motion of 
Mr. Evans to increase the appropriation to 1 666,000 
doilars. 

Mr. Dawson suggested to Mr, Evans to increase 
the sum by including $250,000 due to Georgia. 

Mr. Crabb made a similar plea for Alaba:na. 

Mr. Evans admitted the validity of the claim of 
Georgia; as to the debt to Alabama he was not so 
well informed. He believed the sum mentioned 
justly due to Georgia, but it would be excluded 
from this bill, as no law had yet passed allowing 
the claim. He entreated earnestly for the passage 
of the amendment, for men were now suffering in 
the everglades of Florida. 

Mr. Wise had rather serve a campaign in Florida 
than have this debate further protracted. 

Mr. Dawson pleaded for the claims of Georgia on 
the ground of equity and honor. Her sons had en- 
dured every hardship in the field, the government 
had not paid them, and Georgia had herself advane- 
ed the inoney to save her citizens from distress. 

Mr. Graves protested against voting money to 
pay these sedentary militia and their horses, for 
cultivating their crops, at near $2 a day, for doing 
not one particle of public service. It was anew 
case under the goverumenf; such a thing had never 
been heard of. Gen. Taylor bad told Mr. G. that 
the money paid to these 1,500 men would have paid 
9,000 met. 

Mr. Downing explained: stated the valuable and 
active services ofthe mounted militia of Florida.— 

Ir. Graves insisted. Mr. Downing rejoined. 

Mr. Graves objected to the policy of employing 


Mr. Morgan asked if any part of this appropria- 
tion went to pay the “sedentary militia?” If so, he 
would go against it. But if it was to put an end to 
the war, he would vote it cheerfully. He believed 
the war would end with the administration which 
it had disgraced. He pronounced an eulogy on the 
enterprise and bravery of col. Harney. Mr. M. 
went at considerable lenath into a review of the 
course of the administration towards the people of 
Florida, in conducting the war, and earnestly ap- 
pealed for an appropriation that should put an end 
to it. He did not complain of the amount expend- 
ed, but of the manner in which it had been wasted. 

Mr. Evans replied to the inquiry of Mr. Morgan, 
stating that the amount in the armendment was ge- 
neral, to be expended by the government according 
to law. As to the sedentary militia, their claim was 
not to be set aside. They had been mustered by 
the government, and they must be paid. 

Mr. Wise put the amendments together, and call- 
ed for the question. 





It was taken by tellers, and resulted as follows: 
ayes 73, noes 76. So the ainendment of Mr. Evans 
was negatived, 

The question then recurring on the section pro- 
posed by the committee of ways and means, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Crabb then referred to the services of the 
Alabama militia. The state had paid them 130,000 
dollars, and presented her claim here; but as it still 
remained before the committee of claims, he desir- 
ed to submit an amendment to this bill. 

The chair inquired whether there was a standing 
law for these expenditures? 

Mr. Crabb said there had been, but there was 
some irregularity in the vouchers, and therefore he 
wished the claim settled on principles of equity and 
justice. 

Mr. Jones inquired for the law. 

Mr. Crabb said there was a general law for the 
payinent of militia, when called into the service of 
the United States, at $8 a month. 

Mr. Lincola said there was no other law than 
that under which the militia of Massachusetts and 
other states had been paid. 

Mr. Tiilinghast objected to the amendment as be- 
ing for past services, while the appropriations in 
the bill were future. 

The chair pronounced the amendment out of or- 
der. 

Mr. Crabb thereupon withdrew it. 

The committee then rose, and the bill was re- 
ported to the house. And the question being on 
concurring in the amendments reported to the bill; 
Mr. Chapman moved the previous question. The 
call was sustained—ayes 93, noes 85. 

The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the main question being on the amendment, 
(viz: the new section for the Florida war,) it was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading. It 
was read a third time; when Mr. Hubbard moved 
the previous question; which was seconded, put 
and carried, and the bill was passed. 

The whole amount appropriated in the bill is 
$5,275,919. 

Mr. Jones moved to suspend the rules to go into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
with a view to take up the general Indian appro- 
priation bill, but at the suggestion of Mr. Bell, he 
suspended the motion till Mr. B. bad reported the 
following bills from the committee on Indian af- 
fairs, viz: 

A bill to defray the expense of delegations of Se- 
minole Indians west of the Mississippi to Florida, 
aud for other purposes. 

A bill making appropriations fer the temporary 
support of certain destitute Kickapoo Indians, and 
to defray the expense of removing and subsisting 
for a limited time, the Swan creek and Black river 
Indians, of Michigan. 

These bills were read and referred to the commit- 
tee of the whole onthe state of the union. 

Mr. Jonesthen renewed his motion, which was 


the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Drom. 
goole in the chair), and took up the Indian appro- 
priation bill, which was read throughout by the 
clerk for information. 

The bill waz taken up by items. 

Mr. Sa/tonstall moved the following amendment: 

“For presents for Indians under the same act 
$5,000." 

He supported his motion by some remarks. 

Mr. Jones opposed the amendment, on the ground 
that the whole amount of presents to the Indians 
was limited to $5,000. Though this itein had been 
introduced into previous bills, from year to year, it 
had been inadvertently done. The law, when ri- 
gidly examined, would be found not to warrant the 





Florida mounted militia, and preferred the regular 
forces of the United States. 


annual appropriation. 





agreed to, and the house went into committee of 


| 


Mr. Ruriden explained; the withholding of the 


money would not injure the Indians, as the money 
ultimately fell into the bands of agents and sub- 
agents; and the Indians were more injured than be- 
nefited by the practice. 


Mr. Evereit considered the act as distributing 


$5,000 annually. It was so intended at the time, and 
had been so understood ever since. 
permanent provision for the Indian department. 


The bill made 


Mr. Proffit inquired whether any law allowed 


part of the annuities to be paid to the Indians in 
goods? 


Mr. Jones said this was according to each treaty; 


the payments were variously made. 


Mr. Proffit said the law was daily violated; he 


had conducted Indians under one of the treaties, 
and knew that more than half the annuity to the 
Pottawatamies was forced on them in goods, though 
the treaty required goldand silver. Mr. Proffit made 
other statements, showing that the Indians refused, 
but that the department replied they must take 
goods or nothing. 
to Mr. Bell, and stated that he had found $175,000 


Mr. P. then addressed himself 


worth purchased froin a certain mercantile house 


in New York, invoiced at prices over the retail 
price in the interior. 


Goods were boxed up and 
marked with large sums outside, but when opened 
were found to contain not one-tenth of the value. 


Goods were thrown into a blanket, and what fell 


oul were considered as belonging to the agent. He 
agreed with Mr. Rariden respecting the ageuits 
getting most of the presents. 

Mr. Jonesasked Mr. Proffit to specify a particular 
treaty. 

Mr. Proffil said that, in 1837, the treaty with the 

Pottawatamies promised gold and silver, and was 
paid, by force, in goods, charged at enormous 
yrices, 
Mr. Jones said at the proper time he would con- 
vice Mr. P. that he was mistaken: he denied that 
the law for presents was intended to operate an- 
nually. 

M . Evereil insisted on an opposite construction. 

Mr. Saltonstall confirmed the view of Mr. Eve- 
rett, intimating that the provisions of that law 
were permanent. 

Mr. Jones would not yield, and the amendment 
was negatived. 

Mr. Dodge, delegate from Towa, moved to insert 
an item of $800 for the hire of a clerk for the su- 
perintendeut of India» affairs north of the Missou- 
ri river. 

Mr. Jones objected on the ground that there was 
no law for it. 

Mr. Dodge mentioned the need of the appropria- 
tion, but it was rejected. 

Mr. Jones moved to reduce the items forthe 
Choctaws from $50,950 to $44,950; which was 
agreed to: to reduce the item for the Omahas from 
$2,440 to $1,140: to increase the item for the 
Ottoes and Missourias from $3,.40 to $5,640; all 
of which were agreed to. 

The bill having been gone through witb, was 
laid aside to be reported to the house, and the com- 
inittee took up the bill to defray the expenses of 
the delegation of the Seminole Indians west of the 
Mississippi. 

No amendment being offered to the bill, the com- 
mittee next took up the bill for the relief of certain 
Kickapoo Indians and Black river Indians of Mis- 
sourl; which was in like manner laid aside. 

Mr. Underwood made an effort to get the senate 
bill for removing the raftin Red river taken up, 
but without success. 

Mr. Jones moved that the committee rise; which 
prevailing—the committee rose accordingly, and 
the bills considered in committee were reported to 
the house, the amendments concurred in, the bills 


read a third time, passed, and sent to the senate. 


The amounts appropriated by these bill are— 

For the Indian department and for treaty 
stipulations 

For delegation of Seminoles 

For support of Kickapoos and removal of 
Swan and Black river Indians 


$852,280 
15,000 


22,000 
$889,280 

Mr. Russell made an effort to get the hour of 
meeting changed to 10 o’clock, and to set apart 
two hours on Monday and Tuesday for private 
bills. ‘The motion requiring two-thirds of the 
house, tellers were called, and the vote stood: ayes 
91, noes 34. The rules were suspended to receive 
the motion. It was received and read. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved to amend it by striking 
out the clause respecting private bills; on which 
motion tellers were called, and the vote steod ayes” 
36, noes 92. So the amendment was negatived, 

The question being then put on the resolution, 











‘ne quorum voted; when Mr. Wise moved toad- 


journ, which prevailing, the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE.. 
A GREAT ABOLITION CONVENTION is to be held in Bos- 
ton on the 24th inst. to nominate candidates for the 


presidency and vice presidency, and toissue a declara- 


tion of their principles. 


Sratrs Bank. According to a late report 
dh te Vaited States bank, to the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, the following are the number and location of 
the stockholders in that institution: Number of stock- 
holders in Pennsylvania, 1,481. In other states of the 
union 1,658. In Europe, principally in England 1,390. 
Total number of stockholders, 4 529. 

The stock in the bankis held as follows: Number of 
persons holding not exceeding 5shares, 184. Ditto not 
exceeding 10 shares 1. Not exceeding 20 shares, 734. 
Not exceeding 50 shares, 994. Not exceeding 100, 558. 
Not exceeding 500, 614. Over 500, 80, 


Dearu of supce Barzour. ‘The Washington cor- 
respondence of tie Baltimore Patriot, under date of 
ar S: . . . 
The ban. hilip P. Barbour, of Virginia, associate 
yudge of the supreme court of the U. States, was found 
dead in his bed this morning at 9 o’clock. His disease 
was caused, it is believed, by ossification of the heart. 
His physician Dr. Sewall, while attending him during 
a recent indisposition, was led to suspect that the heart 
was affected; yet the judge has been since, apparently 
in his usual health. Last evening he remained in con- 
sultation with his brother judges, as is usual, until ten 
o'clock, and was in peculiarly good spirits, when he 
retired from them to his chamber. As he did not 
make his appearance at the breakfast table, a servant 
was sent to call him, who immediately returned, and 
shocked the judges with the intelligence that he appear- 
ed to be dead. On the chief justice, and the others 
entering his chamber, they found him lying on his side, 
in a perfect easy and composed position, his features 
tranquilized, and neither his form nor countenance ex- 
hibiung the slightest indication of having passed through 
any sufferings. He had evidently gone trom life to death 

without a struggle. 

The supreme court assembled as usual at eleven 
o'clock; and there was a large assemblage attracted 
by the desire to hear Mr. Adams continue his argu- 
ment in the Amistad case. The chief justice an- 
nounced in brief but impressive terms the afflicting 
event, and then adjourned the court until Monday. 

This is the first occasion of the death of a judge of 
the supreme court, while the court and congress were 
both in session. Judge Livingston died in this city, 
butit was after the adjournment of the court. ‘The 
case is therefore without precedent, and the judges will 
wait for the arrival of governor James Barbour (who 
is expected to reach here this evening from Baltimore, 
a special messenger having been dispatched fur him), 
hebose taking orders for the funeral. ‘The melancholy 
oceurrence will be formally communicated to both 
houses of congress, and they will adjourn for the pur- 
pose of attending the funeral; which it is understood, 
will not take place before Sunday. 

Judge Barbour has filled many distinguished stations, 
both under the general government, and in the state of 
Virginia. He waslong a member of the general as- 
sembly, and advanced successively to different judicial 
posts in the state. He served several terms 1n congress 
and was elevated to the speakership in the house of re- 
yresentatives. He presided over the convention of 

irginia; and, finally, was appointed by general Jack- 
son to the seat on the bench which he occupied at the 
time of his death. 

New pisnors. We understand that the rev. John J. 
Chanche, D. D. president of St. Mary’s college, Balti- 
more, has been appointed bishop of Natchez, Miss.; 
and the rev. Richard Whalan, to the bishuprick of 


Richmond, Va. 


Tus Next concrEss. One hundred and forty-four 
menibers of the next congress have already been elect- 
ed, of whom eighty-four are in favor of the new admi- 
nistration and sixty against. Ninety-eight are ss to 
be chosen by the states otf New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, Alabama, Mississippi, ‘Tennessee, Kentucky, In- 
diana and Illinois. ‘The delegations from these states 
at the present time, stand ph hyp to forty-eight, and 
two uncertain. Should the relative strength of the two 
parties remain unchanged by the approaching elec- 
tions, gen. Llarrison will have a majority of tweuty-two 
in the house to support his measures. In the senate 
there will also be a majority from the late changes that 
have been made. 


ington, to Alexander’s hotel, and north to the branch of 
the State bank, destroying every building on the west 
side of the public square. 


Frovur at Boston, 2,000 lbs. Howard street sold at $5 
on four months credit; at New Orleans $4 50 to $4 69; 
Gennesse $4 75; at Baltimore wagon price $4 25; store 
price 4 31}. 


Law case. Nicholson estate.. Substance of the 
opinion of judge Anthony, of the Nicholson court of 
pleas, eotablitten the jurisdiction of that court, deli- 
vered on Monday, February 22, 1841. 

The counsel for the administrator came into court, 
and filed an affidavit that the plaintiffs are citizens of 
the state of Pennsylvania, and that the defendants are 
citizens of and residents in the state of Louisiana. 
Having complied with the requisitionsof the act of 
congress, by offering good and sufficient surety, show- 
ing that the matter in dispute exceeds $500, &c. they 
petition the court to remove the cause into the next 
circuit court for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, 
and ask that this court shal] proceed no further therein. 

The question, therefore, comes properly before the 
court, whether this is such a state court as is mention- 
ed in the act of congress,in which the courts of the 
United Siates shall have concurrent jurisdiction with 
the state courts of all suits where one of the parties is a 
citizen of the statein which suit is brought, and the 
other a citizen of another state. 

In determining this question, it becomes necessary 
to examine the act of April 16 1840, and to ascertain 
with what powers the tribunal therein created is vested, 
and how far it has the sole and exclusive jurisdiction in 
settling the estate of John Nicholson. 

The preamble speaks of the large estate of Nichol- 
son, the debts due the commonwealth and other credi- 
tors, the great delay that has taken place in the en- 
forcement of those debts, and the injury sustained by 
the heirs of Nicholson, because of that delay—it con- 
concludes ‘that the interests of the state, the rights of 
of the creditors and heirs, and the prosperity of the 
counties in which the land estate lies, requires that a 
speedy and just setilement of ail questions connected 
with the estate of Nicholson should take place.” 

The first section of the act establishes this court 
with all the legal and equitable powers vested in the 
courts of cominon pleas of this state, and full, clear and 
exclusive jurisdiction to try, hear and determine all 
claims and controversies whatever, concerning the 
right and title to land alleged to be the property of the 
said Nicholson, in his life time, and all other questions 
relating to the claims of heirs, creditors, or other per- 
sons whatsoever to said estate, or the proceeds thereof. 

‘The 2d section provides for service when the party’s 
residence ts out of the commonweaith. 

from a view of the provisions of the act, it is evi- 
dent that the legislature intended to provide speedy and 
effectual measures to setile ali questions relating to the 
estate of Nicholson, in a court speedily constituted for 
the purpose, and with exclusive jurisdiction in all mat- 
ters connected with the estate. 

Is ut not then clearly to be understood. that all concur- 
j; rent jurisdiction of either of the state courts, or those 
of the United States, is excluded? Does not this act pre- 
veut the trial of those causes in any court of common 
pleas, or disirict court of this commonwealth, and is 
uvtthe result inevitable, that there can be no concur- 
rent jurisdiction, were by the positive and unequivocal 
expressions of the act, full and exclusive jurisdiction is 
given to this court? 
transcended their constitutional powers in the estab- 
lisument of their tribunal to settle the estate, is a ques- 
tiun Which has been intimated by the learned counsel 
for the defendants, although noi pressed with much 








*! zeal. 


It is well known that the commonwealth has a claim 
in the nature of a fiscal lien against the estate of Ni- 
cholson, which is supposed to have a priority over 
other creditors; we, accordingly, have the rights and 
interests of the commonwealth, the other creditors, and 
the heirs, to be regarded iu the adjustment of all clainis 
on the estate. 

‘lhe judge then instanced several acts of assembly, 
by which it appears that the legislature have, before 
and since the death of John Nicholson, endeavored by 
special legislation, to obtain the commuonwealili’s claim 
out of his estate, within her borders, and that the right 
to pass laws for that purpose has never been success- 
fully resisted. 

In the present instance, James Nicholson comes in 





| the state, takes out letters of administration and returns | 


to Louisiana; the process of our regis ers’ and orphans’ 
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Corron. The sales of the week at N. York amount- } court cannot reach him, and in order that those long 


ed to 14,600 bales Upland and Florida, at 97 to 125; 
New Orleans and Mobile 10 to 12. 


Decree. Atthe late annual commencement of St. 
John’s college, Maryland, the degree of L. L. D. was 
conferred on the right rev. G. W. Doane, bishop of N. 
Jersey—an excellent selection for such an honor. 


Excnance. New York on London7a 8. France 


5i. 20; Sf. 22. 

Fine. A fire recently broke out in Washington, 
Wilkes county, Georgia, which did much damage. 
The store of Burton & Pellott, the stores and dwelling 
of A. A. Cleveland, the store of Willis & Calloway, 
the dwelling of Dr. FE. Willis, the store of Mr. Sohan, 
and several other stores and dwellings, together with 
mostef the goods and furniture, were ali consumed. 


| standing claims of the commonwealih and other credi- 
| tors may be settled, a court js established with full and 
exclusive jurisdiction in the premises. Is this a viola- 
tion of the letter or spirit of the constitution of the U. 
States? Does not the administrator, and those whom 
he represents by coming into the staie and obtaining 
letters of administration, subject himself and the estate 
of the intestate, lying within this commonwealth, to 
such rules and regulations as the legislature may justly 
ado»: for the settlement of that estate? On usage, then, 
as well as principle, the court are of opinion that this 
cause cannot he removed with propriety to the circuit 
court of the United States. If another suit should be 
brougit into this court of which the defendants should 
not deem proper to ask the removal, or it should be a 
case between citizens of different states, neither of 
which is in the state wherein the suit is brought, this 





{: extended south, crossing the street leading to Lex- 


court would then have to decide upon a portion of the 


ticable to prevent. It has been remarked that it js tl 








Whether the legislature have} 





claims, and another court upon another portion, besides 
the counter conflicts resulting from different cou:.. 
which were detailed by the judge. a 
Such incongruities this courtis bound as far as prac. 
pert of a good judge to amplify his jurisdiction without 
lowever, wishing to assume powers beyond the inte,’ 
tion of the legislature to give. This court feels bow)¢ 
to carry into effect their views and intentions as fx; »< 
is consistent with the constitution and laws of the [. 
States and of this state, and, therefore, direct the ino. 
tion for the removal of this cause to the circuit court of 
the United States fur this district to be dismissed. 
(Ledger, 


Grenerat Mercer’s sword. This interesting reli, 
was presented to the St. Andrew’s society, by Mrs. 
Morgan, the grand daughter of gen. Jacob Morgan, 
and not by his widow, as was inadvertently stated jn 
the Register of the 6ih ult. Mrs. Mercer only survived 
the glorious death of the gallant Mercer about tey 
years. General Morgan was a colonel of the Penp. 
sylvania.line of troops, and fought under general Mer. 
cer at Princeton, in January, 1777; and after the {| 
of gen. Mercer in battle, his sword was placed in co), 
Morgan’s care, and has been in the care of that family 
ever since. The children of gen. Mercer never knew 
what had become of his sword until the very imposing 
and solemn ceremonies, in honor of his remains and 
memory, by the St. Andrew’s society of Philadelphia, 
on the 26th of Nov. last, which brought about aiid gaye 
publicity very soon afterwards, to all the details respect. 
ing this interesting revolutionary relic. Mrs. Morgay 
still resides in Philadelphia. A neat fac simile of tie 
sword has been made, and the original is now kept iy 
a mahogany case, lined with velvet, in which it will be 
preserved to thelatest posterity. Every thing connect. 
ed with the history of gen. Hugh Mercer, and his g'o- 
rious death excites a warm interest in every American 
bosom, and renders a correct account of it a matter of 
national importance. 


Richarp H. Menires. We have just heard, and 
announce it with that deep regret which will be feit not 
only in Kentucky, but throughout the nation, that the 
hon. Ricuarp H. Menires, died in Lexington, on Sun- 
day morning, at two u’clock, A. M. of that day. 


McLeop. It is stated that McLeod is to be removed 
to Albany, N. Y. for trial, it being satisfactorily ascer- 
tained that an impartial jury cannot be found at the 
west. It is further stated that the first trial will be on 
the civil suit brought by the owners of the Caroline. 


REWARD OF VALOR. The 22nd of February was so- 
lemnized, if we may so apply that word, in Richmond, 
Virginia, by a very interesting ceremonial, that of dcli- 
vering to various distinguished naval and military offi. 
cers, the swords long since voted to them by Virginia. 

These were nine in number, and the honored indivi- 
duals who, either in person or by deputy were there to 
receive them. were general Roger Jones, adjutant ge- 
neral of the United States army, his brother com. ‘T. 
Ap Catesby Jones, captain Page, captain E. 'T’. A. 
Vallette, and captain C. W. Morgan, of the United 
States navy, major Henderson, of the marine corps, 
capt. Bell, late of the army, now dead, major Nelson, 
late of the army, and col. E H. Armistad. 

Gen. ‘Townson, under whose direction the swords 
were manufactured, by Messrs. Ames, of Springtie!d, 
Mass. and who knows—no man better, how to appre- 
ciate a soldie:’s honors and a soldier’s feelings was pre- 
sent as an inviled guest. 

The president and vice president elect of the United 
States, were also present, the members of the siaie le- 
gislature, aud the beauty of Richmond. 

The addresses of goy. Gilmer in, presenting these 
swords, were highly spoken of; and altogether the vc- 
casion, the company, and the day, combined to consii- 
tute a scene of great moral grandeur and interest. 


Tea. It is stated that the loss on tea in London, on 
the arrival of the late news from China, amounted 
upwards of $6,060,000. 

The heavy cargo which arrived at N. York in such 
haste from London, has been advertised for auction, 
and will effect prices here somewhat. 


Unitep States senator William S. Archer, has 
been elected by the legislature of Virginia, a senator 0! 
the United States, for six years from the 4‘h instant, 
to succeed Mr. Roane, whose term has expired. 


Streamers. Amcrica and England have each 800 
steam vessels, butin the year 1838, the accidents (0 
English steamers were 465, and 80 lives were lost; while 
during the same year in America, the accidents were 
272, and the loss of lives 1,921. 


Tue way it was pone. The subjoined extract of a 
letter irom New York, to the Lancaster (Pa.) Inte'li- 
gencer, (Van Buren), throws some Eight upon the mide 
adopted during the twenty days resumption, to floor the 
the monster. ‘The New York writer says: 

“The banks of this place and Boston completely out- 
witted those of Philadelphia, in that loan business. ‘l'e 
way they did it, was as fullows: The bonds given by 
the Philadelphia banks to those of the east, under the 
idea that they would be kept by them sntil due, we!? 
torced into the Philadelphia market, and sold at a cis 
count fo the brokers, who paid for them by drafis 00 
the city banks, for which specie was immediately (e-. 
manded by the sellers. Hence the great amount 0! 
specie drawn from the Puiladelphia banks in so short 
a time.” 
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